SAINT MARK ORTHODOX CHURCH
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2007
OFFICERS.  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann-Marie Lacko.
COUNCIL MEMBERS.  Christina Clark, Demetri Datch, Renee Jones, Christina Kuchta, Larisa Looby, Don Truitt, Katherine Vitko. PARLIMENTARIAN.  Marc Strumpf.
_______________________________________________________
OPENING PRAYER / CALL TO ORDER.    Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 
11:40 a.m.
_______________________________________________________
MINUTES OF SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 6 MAY 2007.    Minutes reviewed with several minor corrections. Bob Barber moved, seconded by Faith Skordinski, to accept the minutes as amended.  Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________
RECTOR’S REPORT.  Report from Father Gregory.  Refer to report which was distributed with the read ahead materials.  No additional information.
_______________________________________________________
PRESIDENT’S REPORT.   Report from Michael Thompson.  Refer to report which was distributed with the read ahead materials.  No additional information.
_______________________________________________________
TREASURER’S REPORT.   Report from Michael Hydock.
2006 Year End Report.   Refer to report which was distributed with read ahead materials.  Highlights of report reviewed.  One of the two expected auditor’s reports received.  Shirley Dean moved, seconded by Tina Parish, to accept the treasurer’s report subject to the second auditor’s report.  Motion carried.
2007 Year to Date Report.  Refer to report which was distributed with read ahead materials.  Highlights of report reviewed.  Note that the giving year to date, as of Sept 2007, is down approximately 4-5% as compared to last year.  The income for this month so far is good.  Paula Zabela moved, seconded by John Ihnat, to accept report.  Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________
OLD BUSINESS – None.
___________________________________________
NEW BUSINESS.
___________________________________________
SPECIAL THANK YOU.  Bob Barber moved, seconded by Cathy Tatusko, to give a very special thank you to Deacon John and Katherine Vitko for their contributions to the parish.  Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________
ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS.
Marc Strumpf has agreed to fill the 2 year position vacated by Demetri Datch. Both Christina Ngo and Linda Weir have agreed to fill the two 1 year positions which will be vacant.

Cathy Tatusko nominated Bob Barber to fill one of the 1 year positions.
Faith Skordinski moved, seconded by Barbara Freimann, to unanimously accept the nomination of Marc Strumpf to fill the vacant 2 year position.  Motion carried.
Election ballots distributed.  After count completed, the nominations of Bob Barber and Christina Ngo were accepted to fill the two vacant 1 year positions.
_______________________________________________________
PROPOSED 2008 BUDGET.   Report by Michael Hydock.
Refer to proposed budget which was distributed with the read ahead materials.  Highlights of the budget reviewed with parish.  Note that $23,852 is the balance on the smaller loan.  Advise that the parish pay off the balance of this small loan.  

Wayne Tatusko moved, seconded by Cathy Tatusko, to authorize the treasurer to pay off the balance of this small loan in the amount of $23,852 immediately.  Motion carried.
John Ihnat moved, seconded by Wayne Tatusko, to accept the proposed 2008 budget.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried.

_______________________________________________________

2007 ANNUAL BAZAAR.    Approximately $35,000 has been cleared so far.  
_______________________________________________________
SAINT MARK DISCUSSION / ACTION GROUP.  Report from Wayne Tatusko.
At the first meeting in August 2007, approx. 30 persons participated.  About 60 persons then became part of the on-going discussion group. Wayne gave overview of on-going concerns with OCA which was basis for starting this special group.  (Refer to outline of 
concerns distributed as part of the read ahead materials. )  Three resolutions are now submitted for consideration by the parish.  (Refer to read ahead materials.) 
Resolution 1:  No Confidence.

Whereas, the Orthodox Church in America has been embroiled in a financial and ecclesial crisis since at least October 2005; and,

Whereas the Metropolitan has acted in ways that have exacerbated the crises;

Be it resolved that:  the parish of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland has “no confidence” in Metropolitan Herman.
Discussion followed.

Mary Mytryshyn moved, seconded by Cathy Tatusko, to accept the No Confidence motion.  Discussion followed.

Jurretta  Heckscher moved, seconded by Jason Rodgers,  to amend the final sentence to read:

“Be it resolved that:  the parish of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland while continuing to affirm Metropolitan Herman as our canonical bishop has “no confidence” in Metropolitan Herman’s leadership.”

Marc Strumpf moved, seconded by Katherine Vitko, to call the vote on the amendment.  Vote by count of hand:  34 votes to accept the amendment, 7 votes to reject the amendment.  Motion carried.

Cathy Tatusko moved, seconded by Gerry Marti, to call the vote and end discussion.
Vote was by ballot:  59 votes to accept resolution, 28 votes to reject the resolution.  Resolution passed as follows:
Resolution 1:  No Confidence.
Whereas, the Orthodox Church in America has been embroiled in a financial and ecclesial crisis since at least October 2005; and,

Whereas the Metropolitan has acted in ways that have exacerbated the crises;

Be it resolved that:  the parish of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland while continuing to affirm Metropolitan Herman as our canonical bishop has “no confidence” in Metropolitan Herman’s leadership.

*********
Resolution 2:  Unity and Integrity in the OCA (Call for Metropolitan Herman’s Resignation).
Whereas the members of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland have an abiding desire to maintain the unity of the Orthodox Church in America while promoting the integrity and holiness of our church, we the members of Saint Mark Parish no longer believe Metropolitan Herman is acting in the best interest of the OCA.  He has failed openly and fully to resolve the ongoing scandal in the OCA, most recently expressed in his refusal to release to all members of the OCA the preliminary report of the Special Commission.  The good of the Church requires Metropolitan Herman to Step down immediately as first Hierarch of the Orthodox Church in America, and to announce that a new Metropolitan will be elected at the forthcoming 2008 All-American Council.
Discussion followed.

Jurretta Heckscher moved, seconded by _________, to amend the resolution eliminating the word “immediately”.
Discussion followed.

Jason Rodgers moved, seconded by Linda Weir, to call the vote on the amended resolution. Motion carried by count of hands.

Discussion of amended motion followed.

Daniela Mihailov moved, seconded by Cathy Tatusko, to end discussion and call the vote.  Motion carried by count of hands.
Vote was by ballot:  42 votes to accept resolution, 33 votes to reject resolution.  Resolution passed as follows: 
Resolution 2:  Unity and Integrity in the OCA (Call for Metropolitan Herman’s Resignation).
Whereas the members of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland have an abiding desire to maintain the unity of the Orthodox Church in America while promoting the integrity and holiness of our Church, we the members of Saint Mark parish no longer believe Metropolitan Herman is acting in the best interest of the OCA.  He has failed openly and fully to resolve the ongoing scandal in the OCA, most recently expressed in his refusal to release to all members of the OCA the preliminary report of the Special Commission.  The good of the Church requires Metropolitan Herman to step down as first Hierarch of the Orthodox Church in America, and to announce that a new Metropolitan will be elected at the forthcoming 2008 All-American Council.
*********
Resolution 3:  Withholding by Conscientious Objectors. 

Whereas, we the members of Saint Mark endorse the words of our Parish Council President that we take actions that “…are inclusive of everyone’s opinions and feelings and do not force anyone to be part of any action they do not feel in their own conscience they can support.”

Whereas, certain members of Saint Mark cannot in good conscience continue to fund the OCA central administration due to a lack of confidence in controls, oversight, accountability and transparency,
Therefore, be it resolved, that those members of Saint Mark who submit written statements of objection to being counted for purposes of the OCA central assessment will have the portion of the assessment attributable to them withheld until such time as each such member confirms in writing his or her desire to support the OCA central administration.  Such withheld funds will be set aside by the Treasurer of Saint Mark as a specific line item, to be released and paid in full upon each objecting member’s confirmation of release.  A member’s conscientious objection under this Resolution will not disqualify such member from holding office or voting at parish meetings.
Discussion followed.
John Bilyeu moved, seconded by Gerri Marti, to amend the last paragraph of the resolution as follows:
“Therefore, be it resolved that those members of Saint Mark:

1. Who submit written statements of objection to being counted for the purposes of the OCA central assessments; and
2. Provide a check in the full amount of the assessment (currently $145) to the parish treasurer no later than 1 November 2008

Will have their attributable portion ($145) of the 2008 assessment held in escrow as a specific financial statement line item until 
1 December 2008 unless such member confirms in writing their desire to have those funds released sooner.  A member’s conscientious objection under this Resolution will not disqualify such member from holding office or voting at parish meetings.  This resolution will expire on 1 December 2008.”
Discussion followed.  **no note if vote on amendment taken**
Wayne Tatusko moved, seconded by Cathy Tatusko, to amend the first amendment adding “…escrow, prorated on a monthly basis…”

Discussion followed.  **no note if vote on amendment taken**
Mark Phinney, seconded by Marc Strumpf, called the vote.
Vote by ballot:  50 votes to accept resolution with 2 amendments, 16 votes rejecting resolution.  Resolution passed as follows:
Resolution 3:  Withholding by Conscientious Objectors.
Whereas, we the members of Saint Mark endorse the words of our Parish Council President that we take actions that “…are inclusive of everyone’s opinions and feelings and do not force anyone to be part of any action they do not feel in their own conscience they can support.”

Whereas, certain members of Saint Mark cannot in good conscience continue to fund the OCA central administration due to lack of confidence in controls, oversight, accountability and transparency,

Therefore, be it resolved that those members of Saint Mark:

     1.  Who submit written statements of objection to being counted for the purposes of the OCA central assessments; and

 2.    Provide a check in the full amount of the assessment (currently $145) to the parish treasurer no later than 1 November 2008

Will have their attributable portion ($145) of the 2008 assessment held in escrow prorated on a monthly basis as a specific financial statement line item until 1 December 2008 unless such member confirms in writing their desire to have those funds released sooner.  A member’s conscientious objection under this Resolution will not disqualify such member from holding office or voting at parish meetings.  This resolution will expire on 1 December 2008.

*********
Final resolutions as voted will be posted in next Sunday’s bulletin for those parish members who could not be present at today’s meeting.
______________________________________________________
ADJOURNMENT / CLOSING PRAYER.
Gerry Marti moved, seconded by Linda Weir, to adjourn the meeting.  Father Gregory led the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
_______________________________________________________
Submitted by, 
Ann-Marie Karolenko Lacko
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