Resolutions Passed

November 2007
Annual Parish Meeting

Resolution 1:  No Confidence.

Whereas, the Orthodox Church on America has been embroiled in a financial and ecclesial crisis since at least October 2005; and,

Whereas, the Metropolitan has acted in ways that have exacerbated the crisis;

Be it resolved that:  the parish of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland while continuing to affirm Metropolitan Herman as our canonical bishop has “no confidence” in Metropolitan Herman’s leadership.
Vote:  59 for / 28 against
Resolution 2:  Unity and Integrity in the OCA (Call for Metropolitan Herman’s Resignation).

Whereas the members of Saint Mark Orthodox Church in Bethesda Maryland have an abiding desire to maintain the unity of the Orthodox Church in America while promoting the integrity and holiness of our Church, we the members of Saint Mark parish no longer believe Metropolitan Herman is acting in the best interest of the OCA. He has failed openly and fully to resolve the ongoing scandal in the OCA, most recently expressed in his refusal to release to all members of the OCA the preliminary report of the Special Commission. The good of the Church requires Metropolitan Herman to step down as first Hierarch of the Orthodox Church in America, and to announce that a new Metropolitan will be elected at the forthcoming 2008 All-American Council.
Vote:  42 for / 33 against
Resolution 3:  Withholding by Conscientious Objectors.

Whereas, we the members of Saint Mark endorse the words of our Parish Council President that we take actions that “…are inclusive of everyone’s opinions and feelings and do not force anyone to be part of any action they do not feel in their own conscience they can support.”

Whereas, certain members of Saint Mark cannot in good conscience continue to fund the OCA administration due to lack of confidence in controls, oversight, accountability and transparency,

Therefore, be it resolved that those members of Saint Mark:

     1.  Who submit written statements of objection to being counted for the purposes of the OCA central assessments; and

 2.    Provide a check in the full amount of the assessment (currently $145) to the parish treasurer no later than 1 November 2008

Will have their attributable portion ($145) of the 2008 assessment held in escrow prorated on a monthly basis as a specific financial statement line item until 1 December 2008 unless such member confirms in writing their desire to have those funds released sooner.  A member’s conscientious objection under this Resolution will not disqualify such member from holding office or voting at parish meetings.  This resolution will expire on 1 December 2008.
Vote:  50 for / 16 against
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