SAINT MARK ORTHODOX CHURCH
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY 23 OCTOBER 2007
OFFICERS.  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice-President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann-Marie Lacko.

COUNCIL MEMBERS.  Christina Clark, Douglas Fitzgerald, Renee Jones, Christina Kuchta, Larissa Looby, Don Truitt, Katherine Vitko.

GUESTS.  Marcella Hydock, Jerry Marti, Peter Sielinski, Faith Skordinski.

_______________________________________________________
OPENING PRAYER / CALL TO ORDER.  Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

_______________________________________________________

MINUTES.  Minutes of parish council meeting 11 Sept 2007 reviewed.  Motion made to accept minutes.  Motion carried.
RECTOR’S REPORT.  Report from Father Gregory.

Diocesan Assembly.  Annual assembly will be held 5 Nov in New Jersey.

Low Attendance at Liturgy.  The low attendance normally seen during the summer months has continued into the fall.  We may loose some families due to current OCA problems.

Bannockburn Citizens Association.  The local community association will have their meeting here in the church hall on 5 December.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT.  Report from Michael Thompson.

Special Thank You.  Special thanks to Ellen Barber, Larissa Looby and Greg Yakubik who organized and led the recent church clean-up day.
Icon Screen.  The icon screen is being installed this week.

TREASURER’S REPORT.  Report from Michael Hydock.

Distributed Profit & Loss Budget Performance, Statement of Cash Flows and Balance Sheet as of September 2007.  (See handout.)

Note that income is down $12,000 compared to this time last year.

Motion made to accept the report.  Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Letter of Resignation.  Letter of resignation received from council member Katherine Vitko effective 31 December 2007.  She and Deacon John are returning to California.

Christmas Project.  This year’s Christmas project will send aid to two Albanian charities.  First is the Russell mission and elementary school run by the Orthodox Church and second is the children’s orphanage which we supported last year.

OLD BUSINESS

DEFERRED AND OTHER MAINTENANCE.

Door Repair.  Repair of right side of front door should be completed in next few weeks.

Air Conditioner Compressor.  The compressor on one of the air conditioners needs to be repaired at a cost of $4,000-$5,000.

E-SCRIPT.  
Renee Jones needs account number and a note written to e-script on Saint Mark letterhead stating that she is now chairperson of the account.
SOUND SYSTEM.

Larissa Looby reports that the speakers in the back of church still are not working.

VAN SERVICE.  Report from Mary Mytryshyn.

Spoke with John Matwey re-need of some parishioners for a ride to church on Sunday.  Metro Access is an option but it requires pre-certification.  Will investigate other options.

Peter Sielinski suggested that a parish member might take on the ministry of matching up persons who need a ride with parishioners who live near-by.
SAINT MARK WEB SITE.

Pam Sams will present an update on new web site at next parish council meeting in November.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

Coy Williamson has agreed to chair this committee.

NEW BUSINESS
PROPOSED 2008 BUDGET.   Report from Michael Hydock.

Budget proposal distributed and reviewed with the council.

Jerry Marti asked that the funds raised from the annual bazaar not be included in the general operating fund.  He felt that parishioners should be responsible for routine expenses.

Discussion followed.

Suggestion made that the funds raised by the bazaar be marked for mortgage pay down only.

· Kitty Vitko moved, seconded by Renee Jones, to send proposed budget with the above change to the parish for consideration at the annual meeting on 18 November 2007.  Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________

FUTURE COUNCIL MEETING DATES.
Tuesday 13 November 2007 at 7 p.m.

Tuesday 11 December 2007 at 7 p.m.

_______________________________________________________

ADJOURNMENT / CLOSING PRAYER.

Father Gregory led the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

_______________________________________________________

Submitted by, 
Ann-Marie Karolenko Lacko
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