SAINT MARK ORTHODOX CHURCH
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2007
OFFICERS.  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice president Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann-Marie Lacko.
COUNCIL MEMBERS.  Douglas Fitzgerald, Christina Kuchta, Don Truitt.
GUESTS.  Marcella Hydock, Mary Mytryshyn, Peter Sielinski,

Faith Skordinski.

_______________________________________________________

OPENING PRAYER / CALL TO ORDER.   Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________

MINUTES.   Minutes of the parish council meeting 23 Oct 2007 reviewed. Two minor changes made.  Karen Phinney moved, seconded by Douglas Fitzgerald, to accept the minutes with changes.  Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________

RECTOR’S REPORT.    Report from Father Gregory.
Recovering.    Alan miller has returned home after stay in rehab facility.

Visit.  Bishop Benjamin will visit Saint Mark for liturgy on Sunday 18 Nov.
Burial.   On Monday 1 Nov at 8:30 a.m., Mary Barrett will be buried at Arlington Memorial Cemetery. 

Retreat.   On Sun 9 Dec after liturgy, a retreat is planned for the 14-16 year old teen group on  Human Sexuality.
Leaving the Parish.  Deacon John and Kitty will leave Saint Mark in January, returning to California.  Their last liturgy with the parish will be Sunday 13 Jan 2008.
Clergy Council.   The next monthly meeting will be 18 Dec.  The ROCOR clergy will now regularly participate.  20-25 Orthodox priests meet together from all jurisdictions in the area.

Memo from new OCA treasurer.  A three page memo from the new OCA treasurer Father Tasso was received.  In it, he clearly outlines current state of the OCA treasury. Discussion includes position of the new secretary and gifts/excess benefits received by OCA staff.
Votive Candles.  Paul Dean asked if clear large votive candles could be ordered and used outside of front door.  Discussion followed.
Consensus of council is that candles should not be placed outside but may be used inside of church on a table.
Donations.  Approx $2,000 to $3,000 received by the parish in memory of Sergius Gambol.
_______________________________________________________
PRESIDENT’S REPORT.     No report.
_______________________________________________________
TREASURER’S REPORT.    Report by Michael Hydock.
Distributed Profit & Loss Budget Performance, Statement of Cash Flows and Balance Sheet as of October 2007. (See handout.)
Karen Phinney moved, seconded by Douglas Fitzgerald, to accept the report.  Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________

CORRESPONDENCE.    None.
_______________________________________________________
OLD BUSINESS

___________________________________________
DEFERRED AND OTHER MAINTAINANCE.  Report from Michael Thompson.
Door Repairs.  Front door repair is complete.
Air Conditioner Compressor.  Air conditioner must be replaced.  Although the compressor is under warranty, we must pay cost of labor.  Karen Phinney moved, seconded by Don Truitt, to authorize up to $3,000 to cover cost. Motion carried.
_______________________________________________________

E-SCRIPT.  Renee Jones will report next month.  Renee now has the account number needed to access account.
_______________________________________________________

CHURCH SOUND SYSTEM.  Michael Thompson notes that speakers in rear of church are working.
_______________________________________________________

VAN SERVICE for PARISHIONERS.  No update from Mary Mytryshyn.
_______________________________________________________

SAINT MARK WEB SITE.   No update.
_______________________________________________________
NOMINATING COMMITTEE.    The nominating committee has recommended the following candidates for three vacancies on parish council starting January 2008:  Mark Strumpf for 2 year term, Christina Ngo for a 1 year term and Linda Weir for 1 year term. 

_______________________________________________________

NEW BUSINESS
________________________________________________
MORTGAGE CURTAILMENT.    Report from Michael Hydock.
Suggest that parish pay off second note which is the variable interest rate portion of our mortgage in amount of $24,000.
Karen Phinney moved, seconded by Douglas Fitzgerald, to recommend this to parish at annual meeting. 
_______________________________________________________

OFFICE SOFTWARE.  Report from Peter Sielinski.
Looked into new software for parish record keeping vs. continuation of current system.

Recommend using spread sheet approach to record keeping given the size of our parish record keeping.  Recommend sending part time office staff to intermediate and advanced training.  Recommend investing money into staff training in use of spread sheet instead of new software.

_______________________________________________________

OTHER NEW BUSINESS
_______________________________________________________
Request for Use of Church Hall.  A local Alcoholics Anonymous group has approached Saint Mark for use of hall for their meetings.  Jerry Marti is looking into this.

_______________________________________________________

Repairs.

Microwave.  In rectory kitchen, the microwave is not working.  Michael Hydock moved, seconded by Karen Phinney, to authorize up to $500 for new microwave.  
Garage Door.  The garage door opener on one rectory garage door is broken and needs repair.  Michael Hydock will inspect the broken door.

Parking Lot.  Several lights in parking lot need bulb replacement.
_______________________________________________________

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.   Tues 11 Dec at 7 p.m.

_______________________________________________________

ADJOURNMENT / CLOSING PRAYER.

Karen Phinney moved, seconded by Douglas Fitzgerald, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.

Father Gregory led the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 7: 50 p.m.

_______________________________________________________

Submitted by,
Ann-Marie Karolenko Lacko
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