 Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 12, 2010
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann Prentice

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Christina Barber, Michael Cacic, Paul Dean, Debbi Dillon, Tammy Jacobsen, Michael Mihailov, Warren Miller, Greg Yakubik

OPENING PRAYER/CALL TO ORDER:  Father Gregory led the opening prayer.  Michael Thompson opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.   ______________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES:  Minutes of the December 15 parish council meeting were reviewed.  Michael Hydock made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Tammy Jacobsen.  Motion carried.

______________________________________________________________________________
RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.

Metropolitan Kallistos Visit:  Metropolitan Kallistos and Metropolitan Jonah will be here on February 13.  Metropolitan Kallistos will be giving a series of lectures that afternoon starting at 12:30pm.  St. Mark is emailing and sending out hard copies to let everyone know what is going on.  On Sunday, February 14th Metropolitan Jonah will tonsure Peter Sielinski, David Phelps and Matthew Prentice.  Matthew Prentice will also be ordained to the subdeaconate.  Father Gregory noted that we are one step closer to having a deacon.

Liturgy Help:  Father Gregory noted that we have trouble having one chalice.  Father is working on getting additional support.  Deacon Patrick Mitchell will be here on January 31st.

Bishop Benjamin Visit:  His Grace Bishop Benjamin will be here for Liturgy on January 17th.

Catechumens:  Nancy Stanton, Andrew Swindell, Karen Taylor, and one other person.

House Blessings:   Are moving along.  Father is trying to schedule more than one a day in the different areas.  Blessings will take a while and will go into Lent due to the fact that Pascha is the earliest it has been in recent memory.  This year and next it is the same date as Western Easter.

Home Visits:  People are doing well with their health.  Barbara Dubivsky was in the hospital, but is now at home.

March for Life:  The march is coming up on Friday, January 22.  Metropolitan Jonah will be there.  There is a Pro-life Vespers at St. Nicholas on Thursday, January 21.

Baptism:  One scheduled for January has been rescheduled to March.

St. Luke Church:  Used St. Mark on January 6 and 7 for Old Calendar Christmas services.  They cleaned up pretty well.  They have a house almost next door to St. Peter and Paul in Potomac, but for feast days need a bigger location.  For Easter and Christmas they have an overflow crowd.  They will be here again on Saturday, January 23, for St. Sava Day.  Father Gregory noted there is no conflict with St. Mark’s calendar.

Meeting of our Lord:  Vesperal Liturgy scheduled for Monday, February 1 at 6:30pm.

Lenten Lectures:  There is a full schedule of speakers planned.  The schedule should be in the bulletin.

Calendar of Services:  Father noted that he is working on getting the services for Lent coordinated with the choir directors and that it should be printed soon. ______________________________________________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S REPORT.  Report from Michael Thompson.   Michael welcomed the new council members, and asked that they write their contact information on the sheet he provided.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

TREASURER’S REPORT.  Report from Michael Hydock.  Paul Dean asked how many pledged members there are.  There are 208.  Michael Hydock reviewed the Profit and Loss Budget Performance, the Cash Flow sheet and the Balance Sheet.  Paul Dean asked if the amount of money is a result of the ebb and flow of the money throughout the year.  Michael Thompson explained that we approved a balanced budget because of the loan requirements.  Different months are up or down.  Father Gregory noted that the income from Christmas cards is used to pay for flowers, but was wondering if it covers the cost of flowers?  Michael Hydock said there are people who donate to flowers as well so there is other income.  Tammy Jacobsen motioned to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

______________________________________________________________________________

CORRESPONDENCE.    Father Gregory had one item from the Shady Grove Pregnancy center thanking us for our support.  Ann Prentice noted that Linkages to Learning sent a letter of thanks along with a calendar.   The Shady Grove Pregnancy Center is the recipient of clothes that Christina Barber will deliver.

______________________________________________________________________________

OLD BUSINESS
______________________________________________________________________________

DEFERRED and OTHER MAINTENANCE.

Front Door Refinishing and Rectory Painting:  Email from Spiros that he finished the front door.  He will bill us for the third coat of polyurethane that he put on the doors.  Spiros will work with Fr. Gregory to complete the rectory painting.

Church Entrance Façade/Overhang:  Phi will start sometime on the entrance.  The snow prevented them from starting the repair.

Retaining Wall Repair:  Mario Sandoval will be repairing the wall.  He and Greg need to get in touch with each other about what is needed.  Warren Miller asked whether Mario will put deadmen into the wall because that will keep it from pushing forward.

Gas Heating for Rectory:   ACI said it will be too costly for a split system.  Redoing the ductwork will be expensive.  Greg is waiting to find out if we can add the cost of running the line onto the gas bill and pay over time.  Greg is waiting for an estimate from ACI so he can talk with the gas company.  The rectory has been heated with electricity and we want to switch over to gas.

Fire Alarm:  The fire alarm company came out to fix the system.

COUNCIL FUNCTIONAL ASSIGNMENTS.    Michael noted that he still needs one more, and explained to the new council members that they will be able to choose which are they would like to work with.

______________________________________________________________________________

AT&T CELL ANTENNA.  Nothing to report on cell antenna. ______________________________________________________________________________

HALL USAGE FORM (LEGAL REVIEW).  Dimitri Datch has been looking at it, but is not finished.

________________________________________________________________________​______ 
BAZAAR STRATEGIC PLANNING.    Michael Thompson has an email from Tina Burpee about finding chairpeople for the different foods and areas.  The work is much easier when spread out over several people.  Warren said that Tina shared the products sold with him and he broke it down into what brought in the most revenue.  He is interested in helping on the committee.  Warren said that Jennifer Calomiris will help with spanikopita or a substitute product.  Michael noted that others are needed for the committee.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS.   Warren said that he has the cold weather alarm.  He performed an audit of all the phone numbers so they can use an unused phone line.  The alarm will call Greg Yakubik of the building gets too cold and we need to drain the water lines so they don’t freeze.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Yator training for council at next meeting.____________________________

 not know which company did the removal. 








NEW BUSINESS

______________________________________________________________________________

SNOW REMOVAL COSTS.  It took a whole year to get a contract and we may go over budget on the cost.  Michael Thompson proposes that we write a letter to the parish and that we fund the removal unless there is objection.  Warren asked how the performance was.  Father Gregory said they did an okay job.  Plowed too wide in some places and plowed the dumpster in.  The company came back to make it right.  Karen Phinney made a motion to publish the letter to the parish in the bulletin.  Christina Barber seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Paul Dean asked whether we really need to go back to the parish.  Michael noted that the council cannot exceed $4,500 in expenses, and noted that there are people who are sensitive with what we spend.  Michael said that we need to let the parish know.  It was suggested that we put out markers to let the plows know where the curbs are.  
COUNCIL FUNCTIONAL ASSIGNMENTS.   Each chairperson gave a brief discussion of their committee.   Father Gregory noted that parish ministries is an evolving committee to meet the needs of people within our parish.  The Pan Orthodox singles group, St. Raphael, grief support; these have come about as needed.  New council members need to choose a committee to be part of by the February meeting.  Parish ministries could be the greeting and handing out bulletin at start of church.
LIFE LINE SCREENING.  Karen Phinney said that Life Line screening will be using the fellowship hall on April 14 from 8 am to 4 pm.  They are a national organization and perform EKG,  Abdominal Doppler, and other types of screening.  They don’t test blood work.  Karen stressed the worth of having this screening done as a baseline for your health.  Information on the screenings will be available.

__________________________________________________________________

OTHER NEW BUSINESS.    

CPR and Defibrillator Training:  Karen will be setting up a CPR class on a Saturday in the near future.  It will be four hour training and will include a model of the defibrillator that we have a church.

New Council Member Packets:  Karen handed out the packets which include a calendar and information members might need.

Metropolitan Kallistos:  For his visit we are not having liturgy and a meal.  Vespers has been moved to 5 pm.  Snacks and refreshments will be provided in the parish hall for people at the breaks.  Enhanced coffee hour is scheduled for Sunday.  The flyer is out and we don’t have a registration requirement.  There is no fee or registration.  Metropolitan Kallistos will give three talks with breaks in between.  Talks will take place in the church, with break time in the fellowship hall.

Gutter Screens:  Greg said that the snow has been knocking down the screens from the gutters.  If you see them on the ground please pick them up and bring them inside.  Put them in the furnace room.  

Pascha Preparation:  Palm Sunday is on March 28.  Church clean up on March 20.  Church decorating on March 27.  Lazarus Saturday is March 27.  There will be Liturgy in morning and then church decoration and Pascha preparation workshop in the afternoon.  First Confessions are also that day.

Rectory Repairs:  Father noted that the garage door is not working.  Greg will look at it.

____________________________________________________________________________

FEBRUARY MEETING DATE.     February 9th at 7pm.

​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________
ADJOURNMENT and CLOSING PRAYER.   Tammy Jacobsen made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Christina Barber seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 8:05 pm. ______________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by,

Ann Ihnat Prentice
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