Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 14, 2010
OFFICERS:  President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann Prentice

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Christina Barber, Michael Cacic, Michael Mihailov, Warren Miller, Gregory Yakubik

GUESTS:  President-elect Gene Jacobsen and Vice President-elect Michael Lungociu

OPENING PRAYER AND CALL TO ORDER:   Michael Thompson led the council in the opening prayer and called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.  Father Gregory was unable to attend the meeting because of a family emergency and had given his blessing for Michael Thompson to proceed with the meeting. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes were reviewed.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Michael Hydock.  Motion carried. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report by Michael Thompson.  Michael noted that the Diocesan Assembly was very good.  Father John VItko was elected as our diocesan representative to the Metropolitan Council.  

Metropolitan Jonah announced that beginning in January he would spend every other week in Syosset and that his ultimate goal is to be here full time.  

The diocese bylaws were not voted on this year, and will need to be voted on next year.  He noted there is a quirk in the bylaws that allows the parish priest, a parish council member plus another lay delegate to be voting members at the diocesan meetings.  They will allow that for the next meeting, but it will need to be amended.

It was announced that Father Gregory Jensen will be the priest at St. Matthew’s parish in Columbia.

The Diocesan assessment has increased to eighty dollars.
Father received an email from Father Aleksa Micich that we will not be charged for snow removal this year from Rasevic Landscaping and Snow Removal.  St. Luke’s parish is very appreciative that they get to use our church for feast days and other events.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.  The financial statements were discussed.  Michael noted for the visiting future council members that the total cash was reduced because we made a payment to curtail the mortgage earlier in 2010.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Warren Miller.  Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:  None.
OLD BUSINESS
Deferred and Other Maintenance:
Gas heating for the rectory:  Greg Yakubik said he will work on the proposal for the Gas Company contractor.
Downspout replacement/Tower membrane repair:  Greg is trying to schedule the repair work to happen all at the same time.
Cell Antennae:  Update from Warren Miller.  Warren went back to the company after the last meeting and laid out the basic plan for what we need to have answered in order to bring this issue before the parish for a vote.  Father Gregory and Warren met.  Warren noted that we have a tower height that we have to deal with, and are concerned about how to make it look low and attractive.  In addition, construction should not interfere with parish life.  Warren has heard comments that the antennae will not bring in nearly what the bazaar does for the parish.  Warren noted that the income from the antennae has the possibility to grow, where the bazaar income is rather fixed.  In addition, it was noted that the parish is aging and there may come a time when the bazaar does not happen.  Warren noted that we need to have the best information on this project before bringing it to the parish for a vote.

Hall Usage Form (legal review):  Nothing. 
Building Evacuation Plan:  Report by Warren Miller.  Warren presented a summary of different ideas for an evacuation plan for the church building.  Greg Yakubik will be Fire Marshall.  It was suggested that our insurance agent may have an evacuation plan for churches that we can model after.  Greg said that he has one from the Sidwell Friends school.  We need to have a written plan and instruct everyone on how to get out of the building in an emergency.  Then we need to practice with the parish and have a meeting point in the parking lot.  Coordination needs to be done with various groups including the wardens at the candle counter, the parish council, and the Sunday school.  It was suggested that we need a before and after count of people because of the unique nature of church.  Not everyone is in the same place or there each week.  Greg Yakubik, Michael Mihailov and Warren Miller will work on the plan.

Other Old Business:  None.

NEW BUSINESS
Hall Usage Request – Bottle Collector Meeting:  This is a community group from the neighborhood that would like to use a classroom so they can hold a meeting.  It is a show and tell with bottles.  Ann Prentice made a motion to accept the hall request.  Seconded by Christina Barber.  Motion carried.

Hall Usage Request – Karate Classes:  This is a request to use the fellowship hall for karate classes.  The days and times are bizarre, and there is no information about the number of kids.  Discussion followed.  Warren Miller made a motion to decline the request.  Greg Yakubik seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Council Installation Date:   January 9 is being recommended for the installation of the new council members.  The Metropolitan must give his blessing.  
Other New Business:  It was noted that pledge packets will go out this week.

January Meeting Date:   January 11.

ADJOURNMENT and CLOSING PRAYER:   Karen Phinney made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Greg Yakubik seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned with a prayer at 7:38 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Ann Ihnat Prentice
