Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 11, 2010
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann Prentice
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Christina Barber, Paul Dean, Debbie Dillon, Tammy Jacobsen, Michael Mihailov, Warren Miller
OPENING PRAYER AND CALL TO ORDER:  Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes were reviewed.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Warren Miller.  Motion carried.

RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report by Father Gregory:

Baptisms:  There are a couple of baptisms coming and a few more in the future.  Cindy Helba will be an adult baptism.  Her husband Mark is a parishioner.

Chancellor duties:  Chancellor duties are starting to heat up.  Attention to details.  Father Gregory asked for our prayers for him to handle conflicts and issues that come up in the diocese.

Bishop Michael consecration:  Father Gregory went to the services.  The diocese is excited about having Bishop Michael who is known for being a hands-on leader.  The church was packed.  Visiting bishops and most of the OCA bishops were there.

Ascension:  Liturgy at 10am.  Pray and remember the day if you cannot come to service.

Safchuk plans:  Nathaniel’s and Sherry’s engagement service after Liturgy this Sunday.  Nathaniel is graduating this Saturday.  Sasha is graduating on May 22nd.  Father will be travelling to the wedding of Jessica and Andrew on Memorial Day weekend.

Eagle Scout Ceremony:  Sasha Lutes Eagle ceremony will be on June 19th from 2:30pm to 3:30pm.

Clergy Help:  Father has been in contact with clergy in the diocese for help to serve communion at St. Mark.  Deacon Patrick will be here June 6 and Father Joseph Woodill will try to come and  serve with Father.  

Deployment:  Alex Barge will be deployed to Iraq soon.  Keep him and Martha Vance in your prayers.

Parking lot use:  Holton Arms will be using the parking lot on June 10th.  There is no conflict with services.

Sick Visits:  Father reported that there have not been any hospital visits recently.  Please keep the list of people from the bulletin in your prayers.

Catechumens:  There are currently two and the potential for a few more.

______________________________________________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Michael Thompson had nothing to report.

______________________________________________________________________________

TREASURER’S REPORT.  Michael Hydock reported that $2, 118 was collected for snow removal.  Insurance was paid.  Discussed the various financial statements.  Assessments were paid.  Cash at end of period is $319,577.03  Bank of America savings was closed out.  Will pay the $100,000 loan curtailment amount this week.  Will zero out the Gambal donation.  National church assessments are still hanging out there.  Tammy Jacobsen made a motion to accept the Treasurers’ report.  Seconded by Christina Barber.  Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Father Gregory said he received a letter with a resume from Father John Beal who is relocating to the Washington area to be attached to St. Nicholas cathedral.  He comes from a mission in Tennessee.  Father John will be visiting the area in a couple weeks and is looking for secular employment.  He is a copyeditor and has experience in writing grants for nonprofit organizations.  Father Gregory is hopeful that Father John will be able to help us out at St. Mark.  If anyone has a lead on a position for Father John, please talk to Father Gregory.

______________________________________________________________________________

OLD BUSINESS

Deferred and Other Maintenance:  Greg Yakubik was not present to discuss the rectory painting and gas heat for the rectory.

Cell Antennae:  Warren Miller reported that AT&T is interested in looking at our site.  They will assemble all the information with a recommendation about the proposal.  The cell tower may not be in the bell tower, but a fake tree.  Warren said that if this goes ahead we will need to go door-to-door in the neighborhood to discuss objections to the cell tower.  Will be a lot of objections if we don’t have information readily available to allay fears.  There has been no commitment on either part yet.

Hall Usage Form:  Nothing to report.

Bazaar Strategic Planning:  Michael encouraged the council to keep asking people if they are interested in chairing the different areas.  We need to have a plan in place by the first week of July.  Warren Miller said he created a spreadsheet of nine basic revenue items and would be willing to discuss this.  He suggested we have different vendors come to the church.  He also said that expanding the number of religious items on consignment would be a good idea.  Wants to talk to Pat Ihnat about expanding the supply.

Other Old Business:  None

NEW BUSINESS

Rummage Sale Proceeds:  Larisa Looby asked where the proceeds from the rummage sale should be distributed.  She said she would like to see $800 go toward the bazaar grand raffle.  Want to use some of the money toward Victor Lutes’ Eagle Scout project ($300).  Rest would go to general fund of the church.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the split of the rummage sale proceeds as detailed above.  Tammy Jacobsen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Orientale Lumen Request – June 22, 2010:  Jack Fiegel has contacted Father Gregory about holding Vespers, a dinner and a talk by Metropolitan Jonah here as part of evening activities during the Orientale Lumen events.  A group would be transported by bus from the main Orientale Lumen site to St. Mark.  Fifty people would be expected for dinner.  Father Gregory said his initial response to this idea is that we’d be happy to promote the event but he wasn’t sure we wanted to sponsor it.  His question to the council is do we want to offer to host this event?  After discussion, the council decided to pass on hosting the dinner and talk. 

Other New Business:  None

June Meeting Date:  June 8 at 7:00pm.

ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER.  Karen Phinney made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Tammy Jacobsen.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory led the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 7:44pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ann Prentice

