Saint Mark Orthodox Church
Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 16, 2010

OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann Prentice
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Michael Mihailov, Warren Miller, Greg Yakubik

OPENING PRAYER AND CALL TO ORDER:  Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

MINUTES:  The minutes of the October 2010 parish council meeting were reviewed.  Father Gregory noted a correction needed to be made under his report from last month.  The visiting Deacon’s name was Alexi.  The change was made to the minutes.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.  Seconded by Greg Yakubik.  Motion carried.


RECTOR’S REPORT:  
Karen Nichols:  Karen Nichols has been admitted to INOVA Fairfax Hospital.  She has developed an autoimmune disorder that has caused her body to compromise her lung tissue.  She is scheduled to be released Thursday.  She will require oxygen and respiratory therapy.  She will need help when she is released from the hospital.  Keep her in your prayers.
New Baby:  Kelly Myers delivered a baby girl, Kaitlyn Brooke Myers, this morning.  Both are doing well.
St. Matthews:  An interim priest has been assigned to St. Matthews parish in Columbia, Maryland, which means that Father Gregory is no longer the priest in charge.
Catechumen and new parishioners:  Helen Kerch is new to the parish.  She is reading voraciously and is interested in becoming Orthodox.  Francine Triola is Orthodox and moved here from Kentucky.  Anna Kronick is Orthodox but returning to the faith.
Diocesan Council Meeting:  Will be held here at 7 p.m. on Monday, November 22.  Pray for a good and productive meeting.  The Diocesan Assembly with all the parishes will be held at St. Luke in Mclean, Virginia on Saturday, December 11.
Grief Support Group:  Has been meeting regularly.  There were six people at the last meeting and eight or twelve at the previous ones.  Will continue as long as there is a need.
All Parent’s Session:  Hasn’t met regularly, but is looking to reschedule.
______________________________________________________________________________
CORRESPONDENCE:  
Icon Visit:  A request has been received from Marc Strumpf.  The Hawaiian Iveron Icon is returning next summer.  There are plans to have it in the area on July 16 and 17, 2011 and Marc asked whether we would want to co-host the icon’s visit here at St. Mark.  Father Gregory noted that we will probably have to pay something to host it here.  The council expressed an interest to have the icon, but would need to see what it would cost.
Shady Grove Pregnancy Center:  Father Gregory received a letter from the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center thanking us for the support of their benefit brunch.  Father Gregory noted that thirteen people attended the meal.  There was an additional anonymous gift of $3,000 that Father Gregory found in his mailbox.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing.


TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.  Michael noted that this month’s income is looking like it is going up, as has been the trend in prior years.  Discussion of the financial reports and statements.  Paul Dean made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Greg Yakubik.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Deferred and Other Maintenance:  Downspouts/gutters/cleaning out the gutters:  Greg Yakubik said that Katchmark wants $650 to patch the bell tower.  The rest is $2,300 to repair the damage from the snow and vandalism.  Lots of labor required to do this.  Greg Yakubik made a motion to accept the bid from Katchmark.  Seconded by Warren Miller.  Motion carried.
Cell Antennae:  Warren Miller said the cell antenna needs to be of a certain height in order to be viable.  The company has been working on a new design that will meet our needs and theirs.  The new design would include building a base for the cross and make it more narrow at the top.  They did not have an architectural drawing for us yet.  They have also raised the amount we would receive each year to $25,000 plus building a shed for us attached to their out-building.  Conduit into the church building will be about the size of two downspouts thick.   Paul Dean was concerned about leasing over part of the tower to the company for the rest of our lives.  Reason they are desperate is that we have the property.  It was noted that the final decision rests with the parish, not with the council.  Warren noted that he did not think there would be enough information to present to the parish at the annual meeting coming up.
Hall Usage Form:  Nothing to report.
Proposed 2011 Budget:  Nothing more to add.
Other Old Business:  Nothing.


NEW BUSINESS
Charity Distribution:  Michael Hydock said there is approximately $1,124 to distribute.  Paul Dean suggested a food bank.  Discussion followed.  It was decided to distribute the money between the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center ($500), the Capital Area Food Bank ($500) and the Washington Gas fund to help those who are in need of assistance with their bill ($124)  Ann made the motion to accept the distribution as discussed.  Seconded by Greg Yakubik.  Motion carried.

Pledge Income Status:  It was noted that most pledges were current, but that Pete Sielinski will put a blurb in the bulletin about keeping your pledge up to date.  Michael Hydock noted that fundraisers are fixed income and do not tend to increase dramatically from year to year.  We grossed about $39,250 from the bazaar.  Pledge income does have to increase to cover the increase in costs.  Michael Thompson said that we need to encourage everyone to increase their pledge if possible.

Building Evacuation Plan:  Discussion took place about the need to have an evacuation plan in place.  Recently the fire alarm went off and we all stayed in church.  Michael Thompson received a note from someone in the parish about this.  It was discussed that the next time the alarm does go off we need to stop and tell everyone to evacuate the building.  We need to develop a plan to evacuate and then have it posted and practice a drill after a briefing.  Greg Yakubik, Michael Mihailov, and Warren Miller will work up a plan.

Other New Business:  
Weddings:  Roberta Mitchum is getting married on February 19.  Susanna Barber is getting married on February 26.  The rehearsal dinner will be here in the hall on the 25th.
Orthodox Clergy Council:  Being held here on Tuesday, December 14.  Usually is an evening meeting of 20 to 30 people.
Letter to the Metropolitan:  Michael Thompson is sending another letter to Metropolitan Jonah about getting Father Tim Perry back at St. Mark.
DVP:  Father Gregory noted that we are on track for David Phelps’ ordination to the Diaconate on December 11.  The Holy Synod needs to approve his candidacy.  Metropolitan Jonah will preside.  Please keep him in your prayers.

December Meeting Date:  December 21.

ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER:  Karen Phinney made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Greg Yakubik.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory led the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m.


Submitted by,



Ann Ihnat Prentice
