Saint Mark Orthodox Church
Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 20, 2010

OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann Prentice
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Christina Barber, Michael Cacic, Debbi Dillon, Warren Miller, Gregory Yakubik
GUESTS:  Marcella Hydock, Marsha Zellem, Victor Lutes


OPENING PRAYER/CALL TO ORDER:  Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.


MINUTES:  The minutes of the June 2010 parish council meeting were reviewed.  Karen Phinney moved that the minutes be accepted.  Greg Yakubik seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory:
Tim Masick:  Tim was moved to a Hospice critical care center from his home.  Paulina is staying with him.  Father reported that Tim is in good spirits.  Keep the whole family in your prayers.
Prayers Needed:  Larisa Looby’s husband Jerry is undergoing treatment for cancer.  Alexandra Sedor and Cathy Tatusko are still in need of prayers.  Prayers are effective.
Vacation Church School:  Proud of St. Mark for hosting this again.  It was a full, week-long program with almost 40 kids in attendance.  Ten parishes were represented.  Thank you to everyone who helped.
Wedding:  Justin Barber and Katie Yakubik are in premarital counseling.  Their wedding is on September 18, at 3:30 p.m.
Chrismation:  Cindy Helba will be received on Sunday August 1, at 9:00am.
Bulgarian Mission Update:  Father Gregory said he is trying to move things along in the Bulgarian missions.  Next Tuesday, laypeople and clergy are meeting to try to bring the two mission parishes together.  Father Gregory asked for our prayers that it will be productive.
Father Tim Perry:  Father Tim will hopefully be here next Sunday.
Walk for Missions:  We have been presented with an opportunity to raise funds for the IOCC.  We will need more information.  Father Gregory referred this issue to Christina Barber.
Stanescu Family:  This Sunday is the last Sunday for the Stanescu family.  They are moving to Morgantown, WV and will be missed.  Father Gregory will present a St. Mark icon to Elvira for her service to the parish.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing.


TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.  Michael reviewed the financial statements.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Christina Barber.  Motion carried.


CORRESPONDENCE:  Children’s choir email (discussed under new business).

OLD BUSINESS

Deferred and Other Maintenance:  Rectory painting needs to be scheduled by Father Gregory.  Greg Yakubik is working on the application for installing gas heating in the Rectory.

Cell Antennae:  Warren Miller has been in correspondence with Tim Molinsky.  They have been discussing the appearance of the cell tower.  Warren presented some pictures showing large towers.  The discussion on the council was about getting a scale drawing or Photoshopped picture of what the tower could look like.  The fake tree option is out because there isn’t enough clearance around on the property should the tower come down.  Warren said that they offered $1,500 per month and that is standard.  It comes to about $500,000 deal over a 20 year period.  Warren has requested data on radiation exposure so we have information to talk about with anyone who objects.  Warren wants us to be able to explain how the radiation is not dangerous except up close in the tower.  There will need to be a building put in the back pad area.  Warren asked about a building and an additional building for us.  We will need to get everything in writing.  Warren will provide further updates at the next meeting.

Hall Usage Form (legal review):  No update.  Warren hopes to have something before the next meeting.
Bazaar Strategic Planning:  There is a meeting this Sunday after church.  All committee chairmen and anyone interested in helping plan the bazaar are invited to attend.

Other Old Business:  Greg said a roofer will be called to fix the snow guards.  He determined there are two leaks on the bell tower hatch.  We need to remove all the rock out of the tower.  He is also working on getting the gutters fixed and on the air conditioning in the church.
Greg also said the bell tower needs to be painted.  Michael Thompson noted that we should wait on that since it won’t need to be painted if we are considering rebuilding it for the cell tower.

NEW BUSINESS

Victor Lutes’ Eagle Scout Project:  Victor presented his proposed plan for landscaping at St. Mark.  Said the plan is to landscape the backyard of the Rectory, including a stone wall coming off the back deck.  Stepping stones are going to be used for pathway.  He would like to start in September.  Victor needs to have his project approved by the district Eagle Project manager.  He plans three different work sessions.  They will be keeping a lot of the existing plants.  The entire project must be done by December 6th which is Victor’s 18th birthday.  He is hoping to get some donations from the parish for plants.  The pallet of stones will cost about $240.  There is about $300 from the rummage sale for this project.  Warren said that a local quarry may give a donation.  Greg Yakubik made a motion to accept the project.  Warren Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Tree Removal:  We need to have a Locust tree removed.  Coy will get a bid, and Greg will contact the arborist to get a bid.

Other New Business:  
An Orthodox children’s choir has been proposed by Veronica Gorodetskaia.  Ann Prentice presented the email that was sent.  The council needs more information on what is planned and a hall usage form is needed.  Wednesday and Monday nights are not available because of the 12 Step Players group.  Advised the group to check with Mary Mytryshyn to see what the hall availability is.

Father Gregory was approached by someone from the parish regarding the upcoming council nominations.  People are concerned about who will be running for office.   This is an affirmation of Michael’s presidency.  We should begin to think of who would be good to run for the various positions.

August Meeting Date:  August 10, 7:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING PRAYER:  Ann Prentice made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Christina Barber.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory led the closing prayer and Michael Thompson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Submitted by,

Ann Ihnat Prentice
