Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 10, 2010

OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Michael Thompson, Vice President Karen Phinney, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Ann Prentice

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Michael Cacic, Debbie Dillon, Tammy Jacobsen, Michael Mihailov, Gregory Yakubik

GUEST:  Marcella Hydock

OPENING PRAYER/CALL TO ORDER:  Father Gregory led the opening prayer and Michael Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES:  The minutes of the July 2010 parish council meeting were reviewed.  Michael Hydock made a motion that the minutes be accepted.  Michael Cacic seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.

Power outage at church:  Tim Masick’s funeral was that week, so Matushka Sasha contacted PEPCO and spoke with a manager.  The church got power two days early because of her call.  Father Gregory has written a letter to the CEO of PEPCO to thank him for the fact that someone listened.

Catechumen:  Karen Taylor.  Please keep her in your prayers.

Memorial Services:  This Saturday, a memorial service for George Vance at 4:30 p.m.  A memorial service for Tim Masick will be on Saturday, September 11 at 4:30 p.m.
Metropolitan Jonah:  Metropolitan Jonah is scheduled to visit St. Mark on Sunday, March 20, 2011.
Baptisms:  Angela and Jenna Datch will be baptized on September 11 at 10:00 am 
Wedding:  Kaitlyn Yakubik and Justin Barber will be married on September 18 at 3:30 p.m.
Vacation:  Father Gregory and family will be on vacation from September 1 through 7.  Father Tim Perry will serve the weekend of September 4 and 5.

Service Schedule:  The schedule of services for September and October has been posted on the website.

Andy Pinchot:  Father Gregory visited Andy in a nursing home in Vienna, Virginia, after Andy contacted Marilyn Macht.  Andy is recovering from a leg infection and will probably return to church in the near future.

Prayers Needed:  Jerry Looby is undergoing chemotherapy treatment, and Cathy Tatusko is still in treatment.  Keep both families in your prayers.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing to report.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.  Michael reviewed the financial statements.  He noted that utility bills have been down a little this summer.  Tammy Jacobsen made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Michael Cacic.  Motion carried.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Thank you letter from St. Nektarios monastery for the $300 donation.
OLD BUSINESS

Deferred and Other Maintenance:  Spiros is coming next week to paint the rectory.

Gas Heating for the Rectory:  Greg reported that the forms are all filled out.  Platt plan needed, and he will need to call the gas company to find out what installation will cost.  Needs signed proposal from the company that would install the furnace, hot water heater, and all the piping.  ACI may need to come back by the house to review it again.  Michael Hydock asked about the air conditioner.  Greg had not asked about it and will need to find out if it needs to be replaced as well.
Cell Antennae:  Warren could not be here, but reported that there is no photoshop picture.  The new drawings look just like the earlier ones.
Hall usage form (legal review):  Nothing new to report.
Hall Request for Children’s Choir:  Veronica Gorodetskaia has made a request to use the stairwell from 6:30 to 8:30 pm on Tuesday nights for choir practice.  George Evanisko called Michael Thompson to ask about the possibility of using the hall.  Michael Thompson noted that we don’t have enough information from the form or verbally from either Veronica or George.  Father Gregory thinks that this is a more complicated issue than it first appears.  She is the choir director at St. Nicholas Cathedral and worked at this summer’s VCS.  She has an interest in establishing a Pan-Orthodox children’s choir, but was unable to start one at St. Nicholas.  He noted that we typically don’t rent the hall commercially.  She is charging tuition to cover her time and the accompanist, and will want to promote this.  Father Gregory and the Council received a letter from Metropolitan Jonah endorsing her as a director.  Father Gregory added that Metropolitan Jonah may not know that we have a children’s choir.  Discussion followed.  Michael Hydock made a motion to decline the use of our facility for this purpose.  Tammy Jacobsen seconded.  Michael Cacic noted that this choir is in conflict with an ongoing children’s choir we already have here.  We don’t want to undercut our youth choir or its directors who are doing a wonderful job with the children.  More discussion followed.  Motion carried unanimously.  Father Gregory suggested that we draft a tactfully worded letter to her to explain our decision.

Tree Removal Bids:  There is a dead Locust tree and one dying right next to the light pole.  Also, there is one that was hit by the wind in back of the Rectory.  Poison oak is on the trees so the trees should be cut up and hauled away, or the lengths rolled down the hill.  A bush by a light pole will need to be removed as well.  Cutting Edge proposed $1,075 for the trees and $100 to do trimming and Arbor Care proposed $2,880 to cut the trees and $80 to prune the bush.  Michael Hydock made a motion to accept the Cutting Edge proposal.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.
Other Old Business:  Greg talked about the light that shined in the neighbor’s window.  Greg took the light down and put up two downward facing lights on the pole.  The parking lot is well lit.  Greg said that a parishioner is donating money for this.  Michael Cacic made a motion to approve the $200 cost of the light.  Seconded by Tammy Jacobsen.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Metropolitan Kallistos Visit:  Metropolitan Kallistos will be coming back to Saint Mark on June 25-26, 2011:  Jerry Marti has been in communication with Metropolitan Kallistos.  Ellen Barber is donating $1,000 toward his visit.  During his last visit, $3,838 was spent.  The question was raised about whether we are paying for his travel cost?  Jerry will need to find out.  We are willing to host him, but are the airfare and other expenses covered in other ways.
Other New Business:  None.
September Meeting Date:  September 21, 7:00p.m.

ADJOURNMENT and CLOSING PRAYER:  Motion to adjourn by Greg Yakubik.  Seconded by Michael Mihailov.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory led the closing prayer and Michael Thompson adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m.

Submitted by,

Ann Ihnat Prentice
