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Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Archdiocese of Washington DC – Orthodox Church in America


5/20/2012 Semi-Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

(Approved at the 11/18/2012 Annual Parish Meeting)
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Paul Dean, Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

I. OPENING PRAYER/CALL TO ORDER:
Out of 104 pledging parishioners at St. Mark, 42 signed the sign-in sheets; quorum (30% or a minimum of 31 pledging members) was met.  Father Gregory led the opening prayer.  Gene Jacobsen opened the meeting at 11:43 am.
______________________________________________________________________________
II. REVIEW AGENDA

Michael Thompson made a motion to approve the agenda as written in the read-ahead material.  Peter Sielinski seconded the motion. All accepted the agenda.  Motion carried.

Michael Thompson was appointed parliamentarian.
______________________________________________________________________________
III. MINUTES OF PARISH SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING:
Minutes of the Nov 13, 2011 annual parish meeting were reviewed.  Shirley Dean made a motion to accept the minutes as written in the read-ahead material.  Seconded by Marcella Hydock.  Motion carried.

______________________________________________________________________________
IV. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Father Gregory asked parishioners if there were any questions concerning the rector’s report in the read-ahead material.  There were no questions or concerns from the parish pertaining to the rector’s report.

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
V. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from Gene Jacobsen.

Firstly, Gene thanked the teen group for providing breakfast to the parish.  Gene Jacobsen then asked parishioners if there were any questions concerning the president’s report in the read-ahead material.  There were no questions or concerns from the parish pertaining to the president’s report.

______________________________________________________________________________
VI. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.
Michael Hydock gave a report on the financial status for year 2012 (up through May) and the 2011 bazaar in the read-ahead material.  Michael Hydock asked parishioners if there were any questions concerning 2012 expenses in the read-ahead material.  Wayne Tatusko asked Michael why the March 2012 expenses seemed high.  Michael responded that the $7000 church insurance bill was paid and he mistakenly paid the $3000 diocese bill (which he’ll get refunded), that’s why March expenses were higher than other months.  Next, Jan Truitt had a question about the parish’s financial status and whether there are any large upcoming expenses.  Michael responded that no large upcoming expenses are foreseen; also, St. Mark is meeting our expenses without going into debt.  Michael Hydock then asked parishioners if there were any questions concerning the 2011 financial report or 2011 bazaar expense sheet in the read-ahead material.  Since there were no questions, Shirley Dean made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as written.  Seconded by Wayne Tatusko.  Motion carried.

Wayne Tatusko stated that St. Mark should consider lowering our mortgage debt since St. Mark has ample funds in our savings account and the interest accrued on our savings account is significantly less than the current mortgage interest rate.  Wayne Tatusko then made a motion to take $50,000 from St. Mark savings towards paying down the mortgage principal. Michael Thompson seconded the motion.  Discussion then ensued with Peter Sielinski asking Treasurer Michael Hydock if this is a good move.  Michael Hydock stated that he agrees with the motion.  Voting commenced and the motion was carried.
______________________________________________________________________________
VII. OLD BUSINESS:
1) UPDATE ON AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:
Warren Miller, the St. Mark AT&T oversight committee lead stated that AT&T does not have the money available to begin work on the cell project, resulting from the failed AT&T merger with T/Mobile (AT&T was penalized 4 billion dollars by the FCC). St. Mark is waiting on AT&T before further proposal discussions take place.

2) UPDATE ON ST. MARK SEATING
Paul Dean, St. Mark seating committee lead, presented an update on seating at St. Mark.  Paul reported that the seating committee had met twice during the spring.  The meetings are open to all with the next meeting tentatively scheduled to meet on Sun June 10th following Liturgy.  Paul stated that the committee has discussed a variety of seating options and has aired a number of issues associated with each.  Paul would like to have the various options researched with a final list of options ready for voting at the November 2012 annual parish meeting.  Paul then opened the floor to questions.  Paulina Masick asked Paul whether St. Mark can utilize a service like “Survey Monkey” to survey input from parishioners who cannot make a committee meeting or chose not to actively participate in the committee.  Paul stated the he’d look into use of such a tool, and proposed that survey results can be posted to the church bulletin.  Fr. Gregory stated that parishioners may always provide input to Paul directly or via e-mail if they cannot attend a seating committee meeting.  Paulina Masick then asked whether a document can be generated before to the next annual meeting to inform parishioners as to the seating options on which they will vote.  Secretary, David Rodak responded by stating that Paul Dean provides updates to the parish council on the seating committee meetings at each parish council meeting.  These updates are published in the parish council minutes and are placed for parish review both on the bulletin board at the rear of the church social hall and online at: http://stmarkoca.org/parishcouncil.html.  Also, David stated that the final seating committee proposal with seating options for parish voting will be distributed at least a month before the annual parish meeting in the read-ahead material.  Lori Hottle then questioned whether St. Mark wanted to redirect the $50,000 just voted upon to go towards the mortgage to be allocated towards seating.  Michael Hydock responded that the 2012 budget does not specifically allocate money for church seating, so if the parish votes on updating church seating, any money towards such will be taken from the general fund.  Michael is not sure he has an answer.  No more discussion took place.  After all questions were answered, Gene Jacobsen thanked Paul Dean for his leadership as seating committee lead.
3) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:  None.
______________________________________________________________________________
VIII. NEW BUSINESS:
1) PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS:
Gene Jacobsen announced that there were 2 parish council vacancies, a 6-month council position and a church auditor position that required parish voting.  Peter Sielinski made a motion to nominate Skip Mersereau to the parish council for a 6-month term and Jack Albert to the position of second church auditor.  Skip accepted the nomination.  Jack Albert already accepted the nomination, as the parish council previously appointed him as interim second church auditor.  There were no other nominations from the floor.  Kathy Tatusko seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Shirley Dean made a motion to close nominations and to elect the above-nominated individuals to their respective positions and terms.  Kathy Tatusko seconded.  Motion carried.

2) OTHER NEW BUSINESS: None.
3) NOTICES:
Sat June 9th : St. Mark’s Rummage Sale from 8am to 5 pm.  Please start bringing in your goods and plan on volunteering!
Sun June 10th : St. Mark’s 40th anniversary.

IX. ADJOURNMENT and CLOSING PRAYER:
Michael Thompson made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Shirley Dean seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 12:15 pm.

______________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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