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Annual Parish Meeting, Nov. 18 2012
Seating Committee Update

Our pews are a tight fit.  When the sanctuary was built, they were spaced for a service that involved only sitting.  Needless to say, kneeling is difficult and prostration must be done in the aisles.  Even standing can be a chore, especially if you want to turn around or a fellow parishioner tries to get in or out of the pew past you.  The configuration of the pews also crowds the side aisles, making processions around the church challenging.  In addition, a number of pews need repairing—as many “snake bit” parishioners can attest.

More than a year ago, we received an estimate to repair, refinish, and reinstall our pews from a vendor in Pennsylvania.  The estimated cost was in the mid-$20,000’s.  For many council members and parishioners, it seemed crazy to spend that kind of money and not address the aforementioned problems.  Indeed, for that kind of money, the pews could be replaced with new seating, either cathedral chairs (see Fig. 1) or new pews.  A seating committee was formed to investigate options and associated pros and cons, as well as obtain preliminary cost estimates.  A survey of pledged members was conducted from late July to early September to gauge the sentiment of the parish on some of our options.

The results of the seating survey are in, with a 59 percent response rate.  Of those who responded, 52 % supported retaining pews, with a few people writing comments suggesting we repair the existing pews.  Nearly the same percentage of the respondents supported chairs or were comfortable with either new pews or chairs.  It should be noted, however, that a number of people who voted for pews wrote comments specifically mentioning that they did not want metal chairs or they feared chairs would provide significantly less seating than pews.  The chair option being considered, however, is a wooden cathedral chair—similar to those used in St. Matthew’s in Columbia, Maryland and in Holy Trinity in Parma, Ohio.  The seating committee, therefore, is looking into borrowing a sample of the type of chair under consideration, so that parish members can see and try them.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As for the amount of seating, any option other than the current pews in their current configuration will result in fewer seats.  Fully packed, the current pews can seat approximately 160.  However, a significant number of people who wrote comments said that there needs to be more space between the seats or in the sanctuary in general for standing worshipers. 

Beyond the question of pews versus cathedral chairs, of those surveyed, 62 % said that seat cushions were “not important”.  On the question of kneelers, 27 % responded that kneelers were “important”, 32 % responded that kneelers were “somewhat important”, and 41 % (most common response) responded that kneelers were “unimportant”.  A number of people also commented that the sanctuary should be fully carpeted, with some noting that this might remove the need for kneelers.

The seating committee is now in the process of obtaining more detailed cost estimates for new pews and cathedral chairs, as well as for carpeting the entire sanctuary.  We plan to report those estimates to the parish at the annual meeting.

In Christ,

Paul Dean
St. Mark Seating Committee Lead

Fig. 1 – Cathedral Chairs Linked to form Pew at St. Matthew’s, Columbia MD
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