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Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Archdiocese of Washington DC – Orthodox Church in America


Annual Parish Meeting, Nov. 18 2012

Rector’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I began last year’s address by saying that we were preparing to travel to and gather for the 16th All-American Council.  As I write this, parish council president, Gene Jacobsen and I are again preparing to travel to and participate in another, the 17th All-American Council, which has been called due to the exceptional circumstance of having to elect a new Metropolitan for our Church.  As much as this affects the entire OCA, it will more personally affect our Archdiocese of Washington DC, in as much as the Metropolitan of the OCA is also our diocesan bishop.  Given this especially, I ask all of you for your prayers in advance of the assembly and hope to report the results to you at our parish meeting.

As unsettling as this is, it serves as a reminder to never take anything for granted.  The good order, peace and stability of our parishes and Church as a whole, is something we must all work for and deeply value.  We indeed face many challenges today as a parish, an archdiocese and a territorial autocephalous church.  I would hope we face them all with faith and good will.  Above all, we must face them together with love and profound gratitude to God for the many blessings He has bestowed on us.

We have much to give thanks for in the life of our church.  God continues to send us catechumens who are preparing to enter the Church fully.  St. Mark has received into membership several families and individuals who have relocated to this area.  We have celebrated five baptisms, two marriages and one funeral thus far this year.  In addition, it was our joy to celebrate the ordination of Subdeacon, Matthew Prentice, to the Holy Diaconate by Bishop Alexander on Sunday, October 21st.  On the charitable front, aid and alms continue to be distributed to the poor and needy both locally (through our discretionary fund, food baskets and on-site pantry), as well as nationally and internationally both directly and through generous contributions to the IOCC, and OCMC.  In advance of the upcoming All-American Council, we have collected and forwarded close to $4,000 to help fund travel for native Alaskan delegates to participate.  We have hosted numerous lectures, seminars and retreats to educate and inspire both faithful and seekers.  Christian education is offered to our children, teens and adults.  I look forward to offering another adult bible study series during this upcoming Advent fast.  Our choir has been rehearsing regularly, and recently our directors met to discuss improvements in our program.  Opportunities to serve in many and various ways abound in our parish life.

Once again, I’d like to thank those who have and are serving as clergy, choir directors, singers, teachers and assistants, handmaidens and altar servers as well as all those who serve on council and in leadership positions within our parish.  As I write this, we face the confluence of Hurricane Sandy and our annual food bazaar.  Our leaders need prayer to guide them and cooperation from all of us to implement their plans. Thank you to those who have been faithful followers and workers quietly doing all the things necessary in and around the church to build, repair and beautify it.  Thank you to those who have cooked, prepared, served and cleaned up.  Thank you to all those who have contributed toward the funding of the church and all of its activities – those good stewards who have donated their time, talent and resources.  May God who sees in secret, bless and reward you.

Always, I give thanks that we are a praying community.  Liturgical and personal prayer to God and for the needs of others must be central to our lives. A list of those who are sick and in need of prayer is published in each weekly bulletin.  I rejoice in the continued activity of the Blessed Matushka Olga Prayer Group which meets monthly in dedication to intercessory prayer.

As we gather together for this annual parish meeting, we look forward to welcoming our special guest, the iconographer, Dmitry Shkolnik, who will present to us some options and possibilities for the beautification our our sanctuary walls.  As we consider this, and all other matters before us, let us do so inspired by the abundance of God’s love and great mercy toward us.

With love in Christ,

Fr. Gregory

PAGE  
Page 1 of 2

