Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 17, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

OTHER ATTENDEES: Kaitlin Barber, Justin Barber.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The March 13th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Fr. Gregory, Michael Hydock, and Michael Lungociu each had specific changes to the minutes.  Secretary David Rodak made the minor corrections.  Michael Hydock made a motion to accept the revised minutes.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Great Lent, Holy Week, Pascha:  Fr. Gregory was pleased to report that services went well.  Thanks to all who helped make it happen.

Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory announced that Tillie Lapato is now out of the hospital and admitted to a rehabilitation facility.  Father specifically requested the parish to pray for the health of Tillie Lapato, Nick Sanders, and Lucy Stum.  In addition, please check the weekly bulletin for a comprehensive list of parishioners to keep in prayer.
Bible Study:  Fr. Gregory reported that bible study finished, with the last session held on Palm Sunday.  The next bible study topic and meeting times are to be announced.

Lenten Lecture Series:  Fr. Gregory stated that the Lenten lecture series went well.  Larisa Looby is already planning next year’s lecture series.

Chrismation:  Fr. Gregory reported that Karen Taylor was received into the Orthodox Church on Sat April 14.  God grant Karen and her sponsors “Many Years!”

Fr. Gregory Absence:  Fr. Gregory announced that he’ll be away from Wed April 18 to Sat April 21.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Gene thanked everyone who helped prepare the church for Pascha.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Cynthia Helba.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Gene Jacobsen presented letters from the following charities requesting financial support.

St. Luke Serbian Orthodox Church, McLean, VA:  Appeal for advertising in their 50th anniversary booklet.  Karen Phinney made a motion for St. Mark to place a $100 advertisement in St. Luke’s anniversary booklet.  Michael Lungociu seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Michael Lungociu will issue the ad to St. Luke’s.

St. Herman’s Seminary:  General appeal.  The council did not motion to act on this appeal.
VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:

Gene Jacobsen reported that according to Washington Gas’s pipeline schematics, a gas pipe runs from the street to the rectory, however, physical inspection showed that no pipe exists.  ACI’s (St. Mark’s HVAC company) work on the rectory gas heating is on-hold pending the gas pipe hookup by Washington Gas.

B) SCREEN DOOR FOR RECTORY:

Gene Jacobsen reported that he installed the rectory screen door on St. Mark clean-up day.  Fr. Gregory thanked Gene for his work and thanked the parish for allocating funds toward the new door.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  On-hold.
3) LEGAL REVIEW OF CHURCH FORMS:

A) HALL USAGE FORM:
No update.  Gene is to talk to Demetri Datch and request his legal review of the form.

B) TEEN TRIP AUTHORIZATION FORM:

No update.  Fr. Gregory is to talk to Demetri Datch and request his legal review of the form.

4) CHURCH SEATING:
Seating committee lead, Paul Dean, was not present at this council meeting; therefore, details from the first church seating committee meeting on April 1 will be forthcoming.  Fr. Gregory briefly reported that church seating options were discussed at that meeting.  The next seating committee meeting will be held on April 29.

5) CHARITY PROJECTS:
A) STEPPING STONES / SAMARITAN’S FEET:
Michael Lungociu reported that on Friday April 27, a “Rio” themed party will be held at St. Raphael Catholic Church in Rockville, MD with all proceeds going toward the Stepping Stones homeless shelter.

B) OCMC:

At the last council meeting, correspondence was presented from OCMC soliciting St. Mark to make a one-time donation of $500 to fund their organization.  The council decided to table discussion until the next council meeting.  At the current council meeting, this appeal was brought-up again and discussed by the council.  Michael Lungociu made a motion to donate $500 towards OCMC.  Karen Phinney seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

6) VERIZON FiOS FOR CHURCH COMPUTERS:  
Gene Jacobsen reported that there are a total of 4 phones lines, not including the rectory, to be upgraded to FiOS.  Preparation work is to begin on Friday April 20th.  Verizon will dig a trench from the phone pole to the church for the FiOS wiring.  The Verizon contract is for 2-years, and provides St. Mark a savings of $130/month compared to our old phone contract.
7) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory provided Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer) with images of St. Mark’s sanctuary and awaits a response.

8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:
A) 2-YEAR ELECTRICITY AGREEMENT:
Michael Hydock reported that he signed a 2-year electricity contract with Liberty Power for St. Mark.  Unfortunately, the rate previously quoted at 7.991 cents/kW-hr increased to 8.206 cents/kW-hr; however, this fixed 2-year rate still provides savings over St. Mark’s previous month-month electricity rate.
B) KITCHEN USE FOR KAITLIN BARBER’S BAKERY:

At the last council meeting, Kaitlin and Justin Barber made a request to the church council for Kaitlin to rent the church kitchen facilities for her new bakery business.  Kaitlin and Justin were present at tonight’s council meeting and reported that Kaitlin received her baking/culinary certificate.  They also presented a filled-out hall/kitchen usage request form for the council to review.  Karen Phinney recommended that the council discuss this request in private.  Gene Jacobsen stated that he’ll get back to the Barber’s with the council’s decision.  Kaitlin and Justin thanked the council for their time and consideration.  Once the council was in private, Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the Barber’s kitchen usage request.  Michael Lungociu seconded the motion.  Discussion by the council followed with specific concerns about the requested start/end dates of “TBD-continuous”.  The council agreed that the request form should be updated with provisions for annual renewal and review.  The council also agreed that it would be a good idea if Gene Jacobsen and Kaitlin/Justin sign the Barber’s 3/13/2012 proposal.  Per the proposal, Michael Mihailov was nominated the facility contact and will conduct periodic checks on kitchen cleanliness and appliance operability.  Once discussion came to a close, the council voted on the motion with the aforementioned additions.  Motion carried.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) LENTEN OFFERING:
Multiple parishioners asked Gene Jacobsen about where the proceeds from the Lenten Offering were being applied.  As to date, the council had not determined the recipient(s) of the Lenten offering proceeds.  Fr. Gregory stated that the proceeds should be kept local.  Gene stated that one of the aforementioned parishioners expressed interest in the Lenten offering funds going towards the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) in Annapolis, MD.  David Rodak mentioned that St. Mark has donated to many Orthodox charities/organizations, but not to OCF in the last year.  Karen Phinney made a motion to appropriate the Lenten offering proceeds to OCF.  Motion seconded by Nancy Stanton.  Motion carried.  

A notice will be placed in the next church bulletin stating that OCF in Annapolis, MD was the recipient of this year’s Lenten offering.

The council discussed that in the future, bulletin notices pertaining to the Lenten offering must be placed before the actual collection dates. These bulletin notices should mention the organization to which the Lenten offering is being directed and the specific dates that the Lenten collections will be taken.
2) FACILITIES/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE:
A) VESTIBULE PAINTING:

David Rodak reported that the wall studs and nails are becoming visible through the white painted walls in the church vestibule.  The council agreed that the vestibule walls look bad and should be taken care of.  A simple 2-coat application of primer solved the problem in the past, with the fix lasting about 2-5 years.  Greg Yakubik was given the action to call H&H Painting, who has previously worked at St. Mark.  The council will vote on the contract once it is prepared.
B) CHURCH GROUNDS:
Michael Mihailov reported that the recently applied weed treatment worked very well.  A few parishioners expressed concern over the lawn’s yellow appearance and lack of grass (since most of the lawn was actually weeds).  Michael Mihailov did not have the lawn maintenance contract handy and was not sure if the contract included further re-seeding.  David Rodak told Michael that he had an electronic copy of the contract at home and will e-mail it to him.  If need be, Michael Mihailov will contact William Patton (lawn maintainer) about future grass seed application.

C) UPSTAIRS LADIES RESTROOM MAINTENENACE:

Nancy Stanton stated that there is a stench coming from the upstairs ladies restroom.  Greg Yakubik is aware of the issue and believes the problem is from a loose wax ring on one of the toilets.  Greg Yakubik will look into this.

3) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  None.

4) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

April parish council:  Tuesday, May 8th at 7pm.
Semi-Annual parish meeting:  Sunday, May 20th following Liturgy.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Chris German motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Nancy Stanton seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:55 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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