Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, November 6, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Cynthia Helba, Skip Mersereau, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The Oct 9th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Michael Hydock.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Axios!:  Many Years to our newly ordained Deacon Matthew Prentice!  Matthew was ordained to Deacon on 10/21/12 by Bishop Alexander.

Bazaar:  Fr. Gregory reported that the 2012 Bazaar went well.  Participation was excellent as was the income from the Bazaar.  Thanks to all who helped!
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory reported that Peter Sielinski is now in a rehabilitation unit and is doing well, improving daily.  Fr. Gregory asked that parishioners pray for Peter’s health as well as those listed in the weekly bulletin.

New Parishioner/Catechumen Update:  Fr. Gregory is working with catechumens, Beth Tucker, Nathaniel Torrey, and Ianna Proc.  Neal Kumar will be Baptized/Chrismated into the Orthodox Church on Sat 11/10/12.  Also, several new families have joined St. Mark and all say we have a friendly parish.

2012 All-American-Council:  A special session of the All-American-Council (AAC) will be held in Parma, Ohio on Tues 11/13/12 with the sole goal to elect a new Metropolitan (& Bishop of Washington DC Archdiocese).  Fr. Gregory and Mat. Sasha will leave to attend the AAC on Sunday 11/11/12.  Gene Jacobsen will also attend and represent St. Mark as layperson at the AAC.  Fr. Mark Koczak and Mat. Safchuk will be attending as observers.

Special Collection for Diocese of AK to attend the 2012 AAC:

In response to an anonymous donor at St. Mark offering to match funds collected at St. Mark dollar for dollar up to $2500, towards assisting the Diocese of Alaska clergy/delegates to attend the AAC in Parma, OH, St. Mark raised a total of $1457.  Since the $2500 match point was not met, the parish council donated an additional $1000 to meet the goal (as voted upon at last council meeting), making the new total $2457.  St. Mark sent the Diocese of AK a check for a grand total of $4957.00.  Fr. Michael Oleksa distributed the St. Mark funds to 5 clergy members throughout the Diocese of AK as well as a lay delegate to attend the 2012 AAC.  Fr. Michael Oleksa thanked St. Mark for our generosity.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat Nov 10, 11:00 AM:  Baptism of Neil Kumar.
· Tues Nov 13: All-American-Council in Parma, Ohio. (Selection of new Metropolitan).

· Sun Nov 18, following Liturgy:  St. Mark Annual Parish Meeting and special presentation by Dmitry Shkolnik, iconographer.
· Sun Dec 2, following Liturgy:  Special collection during coffee hour towards the Annapolis College Ministry (ACM).
· Sat Dec 8:  Tentative date for Diocesan Assembly.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from Gene Jacobsen.

Gene thanked everyone for their hard work in making this year’s Bazaar successful.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Nancy Stanton.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
There were no new hall usage requests.  The Orthodox Monastery of the Transfiguration in Ellwood City, PA and the OCN solicited St. Mark for donations, however the council did not motion to contribute at this time.  In addition, St. Mark received two thank-you letters, one from St. Patrick Orthodox Church in Midland, VA for our donation towards rebuilding their church which had burnt down, and one from Habitat for Humanity for St. Mark’s donation of the old rectory hot water heater.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY: 

All gas connection work has been completed.  Gene Jacobsen will contact Wash Gas and request that they fix the damage they made to the rectory driveway.

B) CHURCH VESTIBULE/ COURTYARD DOOR PAINTING:

Since the bid ($5,000) from A&H Painting exceeded the council approval limit, this topic will be added to the agenda for voting at the upcoming annual parish meeting.
C) RECTORY ROOF/SIDING & CHURCH ROOF REPAIRS:
Fr. Gregory reported that he collected multiple bids from roof/siding contractors (contractors all recommended by council members) to replace the rectory roof and repair the rectory garage siding.  Since a few of the bids exceed the amount Guide One insurance has already paid St. Mark to cover these services, the council will request at the 11/18/12 annual parish meeting that the parish approve $10,000 towards rectory roof/siding replacement, just in case the insurance doesn’t cover the additional costs.  The council then discussed which of the roof and siding bids with which to proceed.  After discussion, the council voted for Hecht to perform the roofing and siding work (all for, David Rodak against).  Gene Jacobsen will ask Hecht for a single contract detailing the costs for both roof and siding repair (currently written in two estimates).

D) GENERATOR FOR RECTORY:
Greg Yakubik purchased a 6000-Watt gas-powered generator for the rectory ($700).  Karen Phinney motioned that up to $1500 be put towards the purchase of a new gas-powered generator for the church freezers.  Nancy seconded.  Motion carried.  Greg will purchase a 7000-Watt gas-powered generator (estimated cost of $1200) for the church freezers, in case power goes out before or during the bazaar.

E) BROKEN BAZAAR REFRIGERATOR:

The old broken refrigerator was hauled to the dump.

F) CHURCH OFFICE COPY MACHINE:
Gene Jacobsen got two estimates for a new church copier:

(1) Commonwealth Digital Solutions: 

· Minolta demo/floor model black-and-white (BW) copier for $3,700.  

· BW copies are 1.2-cents/copy.  

· Monthly service charge for 5,000 copies/month = $60. 

· Monthly service charge for 15,000 copies/month = $180. 

(2) Ameritel: 

· Kyocera black-and-white (BW) copier for $7,300.  

· BW copies are 0.96-cents/copy. 

After council discussion, since the Minolta was about half the cost of the Kyocera, Karen Phinney made a motion for $3,700 to purchase the Minolta BW copier from Commonwealth Digital Solutions.  Seconded by Cynthia Helba. All for.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  No Update.
3) BAZAAR AND RUMMAGE SALE SIGNS:  No Update.
4) LEGAL REVIEW OF HALL/KITCHEN USAGE FORM:

Not yet reviewed by Demetri Datch.  Gene Jacobsen has talked to Demetri who agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.

5) CHURCH SEATING:  
No update.  A report on church seating will be provided in the annual parish read-ahead packet and discussed at the annual parish meeting.

6) CHARITY & OUTREACH:  

A) UPCOMING PROJECTS:  11/18/12: Turkey Delivery to needy.  See the sign-up sheet outside of the church hall.
B) OUTREACH INVENTORY:  Skip Mersereau and Michael Lungociu generated a list of charity, outreach, and mission projects that the church has been involved.  This list will be handed-out to interested parishioners at the 11/18/12 annual meeting.
7) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory confirmed that Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer) will present his icon recommendations for St. Mark and samples of past work at the 11/18/12 annual parish meeting.  Fr. stated that an icon committee would need to be formed at the annual meeting.  Karen Phinney noted that she would like to be the icon committee chairperson.

8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:  None.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) ANNUAL MEETING READ-AHEAD PACKET REVIEW

The council reviewed the hard-copy read-ahead material and found that the Rector’s Report and Seating Committee Report were accidentally omitted.  Secretary David Rodak will talk to Mary and request that she add the omitted reports.  Also, Treasurer Michael Hydock made a few updates to the 2013 proposed budget.  Michael will send the updates to Mary for inclusion in the read-ahead.  The council also discussed the following new business agenda items that require a motion for voting at the annual meeting (since cost is above the council limit): 

(1) Cynthia Helba to motion for 10,000 towards roofing/siding repair,

(2) Michael Mihailov to motion for $6,000 towards painting the church vestibule and refinishing the courtyard door.

2) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:

Leaning Tree:  Fr. Gregory noted that a tree is leaning over the church parking lot from the recent windstorms.   Fr. stated that St. Mark might need to hire a tree company to remove the tree if it continues to bend.  Fr. will first solicit parishioners with chainsaws to see if we can do the work ourselves and save the parish money.

3) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

Annual parish meeting:  Sunday, Nov 18th following Divine Liturgy.
December parish council:  Tuesday, Dec 11th at 7pm.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Paul Dean motioned to adjourn the meeting. Karen Phinney seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 9:10 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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