
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 11, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

OTHER ATTENDEES:  Justin Barber, Marcella Hydock, Greg Yakubik.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The Nov 6th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory reported that Peter Sielinski is continuing to improve.  Fr. Gregory asked that parishioners pray for Peter’s health as well as those listed in the weekly bulletin.

All-American Council:  The special session of the All-American Council in Parma, Ohio on 11/13/2012 resulted in the election of Bishop Tikhon, Bishop of Philadelphia and Eastern PA Diocese, as new Metropolitan of the OCA (& Bishop of Washington DC Archdiocese).  Metropolitan Tikhon will be officially installed to the office of Metropolitan and enthroned as Bishop of the Washington DC Archdiocese at St. Nicholas Cathedral in DC on 1/27/2013.

Archdiocese Assembly 12/8/2012:

Gene Jacobsen was elected as the alternate council representative to the Metropolitan council.

New Parish Council/ FOCA Officer Installation:

Metropolitan Tikhon, our Bishop, has approved newly elected parish council members.  New parish council members and FOCA officers will be installed on 1/13/2013 following Liturgy.

Fr. Tim Perry Update:  Fr. Tim’s duties with the Bulgarian mission church have ended and he is now assigned as a full-time attached priest to St. Mark!

Bible Study:  Fr. Gregory regrets that he had to cancel bible study on 12/8/2012 due to laryngitis.  Fr. Gregory thinks that the study is going well, with each session having about 16 attendees.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sun Dec 23, following Liturgy:  Church School Nativity Play.

· Mon Dec 24, 5:00 PM:  Christmas Eve Holy Supper.

· Sun Jan 6:  Bishop Tikhon to celebrate hierarchical Liturgy at St. Mark.
· Sun Jan 13, during Liturgy:  Installation of new parish council and FOCA officers.

· Sun Jan 13, following Liturgy:  Piroghi Luncheon.
· Sun Jan 20, 5:30 PM:  FOCA Novogodny Ball in Cherry Hill, NJ.
· Fri Jan 25:  March for Life, DC National Mall.
· Sun Jan 27:  Enthronement of Bishop Tikhon to Metropolitan (and Bishop of Washington DC Archdiocese) at St. Nicholas Cathedral, in DC.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from Gene Jacobsen.

Gene thanked all parish council members for their hard work during this past year.  Gene noted that the annual meeting went really smoothly and the iconography presentation went well and was well attended.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given.  Michael Hydock explained that St. Mark’s expenses were high this last month due to the following: (1) tree work, (2) new office copier, (3) gas hookup to rectory, (4) church energy consumption- actual cost instead of estimated.  Michael Lungociu made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
There were no new hall usage requests.  Gene Jacobsen passed around multiple solicitations from various organizations.  The council did not move on any of the correspondence requests.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) RECTORY DRIVEWAY REPAIR: 

Gene Jacobsen contacted Washington Gas to fix the damage they made to the rectory driveway while installing gas piping, however, he did not get anywhere with them.  Gene will call again to see if they will repair the damage.

B) CHURCH VESTIBULE/ COURTYARD DOOR PAINTING:

At the 11/18/12 annual parish meeting, up to $6,000 was approved towards painting of the church vestibule and courtyard door.  Greg Yakubik will look into whether A&H Painting can come down in price from their $5,000 estimate, as well as obtain estimates from other painting contractors.

C) RECTORY ROOF/SIDING & CHURCH ROOF REPAIRS:
At the 11/18/12 annual parish meeting, up to $10,000 was approved towards rectory roofing/siding repair.  Gene Jacobsen exchanged e-mails with Rudy Hecht to obtain a single contract for the roofing/siding repairs (currently two separate estimates from Hecht).  Greg Yakubik requested that he’d like to get an estimate from Katchmark before we sign a contract with Hecht; the council approved Greg’s request and asked him to procure a bid from Katchmark.

D) LEANING TREE IN CHURCH PARKING LOT:
A few parish council members and Fr. Gregory, armed with chainsaws, removed the leaning tree in the church parking lot.  Parishioners are free to take the logs for firewood.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  No Update; on-hold.
3) BAZAAR AND RUMMAGE SALE SIGNS:

Gene Jacobsen stated that he’ll take care of getting the roadside signs for the bazaar and rummage sale manufactured by a professional.

4) LEGAL REVIEW OF HALL/KITCHEN USAGE FORM:

Not yet reviewed by Demetri Datch.  Gene Jacobsen has talked to Demetri who agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.

5) CHURCH SEATING:  No Update.
6) CHARITY & OUTREACH:  

Charity/Outreach List:  Skip Mersereau and Michael Lungociu generated a list of charity, outreach, and mission projects that the church has been involved.  This list was handed-out to parishioners at the 11/18/12 annual meeting.

12/8/12 Outreach Committee Meeting:  The charity/outreach committee met on 12/8/12 and selected the 2nd Sunday of each month to prepare/deliver meals to Stepping Stones Shelter in Rockville, MD.

Stockings Stuffed for Needy Children:  On 12/8/12, stockings for children of 15 needy families were stuffed with school supplies and candies.  The stockings, as well as food, will be delivered to the families on 12/16/12 following Liturgy.

Stepping Stones:  Coordinators at Stepping Stones would like to present to St. Mark on 1/13/2013 the various volunteer opportunities which St. Mark may chose to participate.

Diaper Collection:  Diapers are being collected for the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center until 12/16/12.  Please donate infant sizes 3,4,5.

St. Mark Community Pantry:  Please donate non-perishables to our food pantry for those in need.  Flyers in the church hall list the items that are needed.  Also, store gift cards (Giant, Safeway, & Shoppers) are greatly appreciated.  Please purchase lower value cards (i.e. $10 rather than $25). Thank you for your generosity.

Detergent Distribution to Grassroots Crisis Prevention Shelter:  Please donate laundry detergent to go towards the Grassroots Crisis Prevention Shelter in Columbia, MD.

Place donated detergent before 12/22/12 in the box in the upstairs hallway near the newsletter counter.
7) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer) presented his icon recommendations for St. Mark’s sanctuary and samples of his past work at the 11/18/12 annual parish meeting.  Since then, a sanctuary iconography committee was formed, with Karen Phinney acting as chairperson.  Karen was pleased to announce that the first sanctuary iconography committee meeting was held on 12/8/12.  Those in attendance at the committee meeting expressed interest to obtain bids from other iconographers to compare with Dmitry Shkolnik’s estimate.  Karen will place a request in the weekly bulletin with a 3/1/13 deadline for interested parishioners to obtain bids from iconographers who they may know or have heard good things about.  Dmitry Shkolnik stated that he’ll wait for St. Mark’s decision.  Karen also stated that to get a better feel for what particular icon images will look like in the sanctuary, she’ll obtain icon samples to photo-shop over a photo of the white space surrounding St. Mark’s altar.  These photos will be presented at a future iconography committee meeting.  The next iconography committee meeting will be held on 1/13/2013.  Please feel free to e-mail Karen at: kkphinn@aol.com with any input.

8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:  None.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:

A) CHARITABLE FUNDS DISTRIBUTION:

Michael Hydock stated that St. Mark has $2,000 remaining in charitable funds to donate before year’s end.  The council discussed donating funds to the following charities:  IOCC to be put towards Hurricane Sandy victims, OCMC, mission churches within our Washington DC Archdiocese, Manna Food Center, and Washington Gas towards heating the needy.

Michael Hydock made a motion for $300 towards OCMC and $200 to the Manna Food Center.  Michael Lungociu seconded.  Motion carried.

Chris German made a motion for $350 towards each of the 4 OCA mission churches in the Washington DC Archdiocese (total of $1400).  Cynthia Helba seconded.  Motion carried.

Cynthia Helba made a motion for $100 towards Washington Gas to provide heating to the needy.  Karen Phinney seconded.  Motion carried.

The above listed motions total $2000, allocating all monies budgeted in the 2012 St. Mark charitable fund.
B) ST. LUKE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH USAGE OF ST. MARK FACILITY:
Fr. Gregory reported that St. Luke Serbian Orthodox Church asked to continue using St. Mark’s sanctuary throughout 2013, especially on feast days when their small church cannot support the number of parishioners attending services.  So far, they have requested usage of St. Mark’s church on 12/19/12 and 1/7/13.  In return, Rasevic Companies, owned/operated by a St. Luke parishioner, will provide free removal of snow from St. Mark’s parking lot throughout winter 2012/2013.
2) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

January parish council:  Tuesday, Jan 15th at 7pm.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Nancy Stanton motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Karen Phinney seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:20 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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