Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 13, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

OTHER ATTENDEES:  Marcella Hydock, Skip Mersereau, Greg Yakubik, Kaitlin Barber, Justin Barber.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The February 7th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Paul Dean made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Michael Hydock.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Metropolitan JONAH Visit:  Fr. Gregory was pleased to report that Metropolitan JONAH’s visit to St. Mark on 3/11 went well.  Thanks to all who participated in the extended coffee hour.
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory announced that no parishioners are currently in the hospital.  Marian Barber is recovering well from her surgery.  Please check the weekly bulletin for a comprehensive list of parishioners to keep in prayer.
Teen Trip Authorization Form:  Fr. Gregory reported that the updated authorization form passed a review from an insurance perspective.  Next, Fr. Gregory will obtain legal review of the form.
Bible Study:  Fr. Gregory reported that all is going well with the bible study sessions.  The session on Sunday March 11 had about 24 attendees.

Lenten Lecture Series:  Fr. Gregory stated that participation in the Lenten lectures has been good.  Please refer to the St. Mark website for a listing of the Lenten lecture topics and speakers.

Home Blessings:  Fr. Gregory noted that home blessings are going well.

Catechumens:  Fr. Gregory reported that everything is going OK with the catechumens.

SMYA:  Fr. Gregory was pleased to announce that a new church organization, St. Mark Young Adults (SMYA), has been formed to provide fellowship amongst the teen to thirty-something age group at St. Mark.  The group had their first meeting on Sunday March 11.
Services Added:  Fr. Gregory noted that two services have been added to the schedule:
· Fri Mar 30, 7:00 PM:  Akathist, “Glory To God For All Things”.

· Wed Apr 25, 10:00 AM:  Liturgy, feast-day for St. Mark.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Gene reminded the council that St. Mark clean-up day is on Sat Mar 17th at 7 AM.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  Michael Lungociu made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Gene Jacobsen presented letters from various charities (listed below) requesting financial support.

Glen Echo Volunteer Fire Dept Appeal:  Karen Phinney made motion for St. Mark to donate $250 to the Glen Echo Fire Dept.  Michael Mihailov seconded the motion.  After discussion, the council voted on the motion with: 2-for, 5-against, 5-abstain.  Motion denied.

St. John the Baptist, Nanticoke, PA:  St. Mark held a special collection on Sun Mar 11 in response to the fire that destroyed the rectory at St. John the Baptist in Nanticoke, PA.  Fr. Gregory brought up the question as to whether the collected funds should be made-out to St. John the Baptist church or to Fr. Sexton directly.  David Rodak made a motion that the special collection funds raised by St. Mark be split 50/50 between St. John the Baptist Church and Fr. Sexton.  Chris German seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  In addition, Fr. Gregory is going to call Fr. Sexton and ask if his family has any specific needs.  The council discussed the possibility of shipping some of our rummage sale items (e.g.- furniture) to them if needed.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:

Fr. Gregory reported that Washington Gas surveyed the rectory.  St. Mark is still waiting for Washington Gas and ACI (St. Mark’s HVAC company) to coordinate their work schedules to begin installation.  Greg Yakubik will call ACI to see what our options are with the contract, since the contract is good for only 30-days and it’s exceeded that time.

B) SCREEN DOOR FOR RECTORY:

Gene Jacobsen passed around a catalog with storm/screen door frames and trims and asked for ascetic advice on his upcoming door purchase.  The specific door Gene had in mind falls within the $400 council allocation.  Gene will install the door on the upcoming church clean-up day.
C) LOCKSETS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL ROOMS:

Michael Mihailov reported that the door handles and locksets for the select church school rooms have been installed shiny and new.
2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  No update.
3) HALL/KITCHEN USAGE:

A) HALL USAGE FORM (LEGAL REVIEW):
Gene is to talk to Demetri Datch and request his legal review of the form.

B) RECENT HALL RENTAL REQUEST:

Between the current and previous council meetings, an Orthodox family within the DC area (not parishioners of St. Mark) made a request to rent out St. Mark’s church social hall and kitchen.  The family was making their own demands as to the time of hall usage as well as bargaining-down the rental pricing, thereby not conforming to the St. Mark hall usage form guidelines.  The council discussed the issue via e-mail and decided not to allow this family to use St. Mark facilities.  At the current council meeting, this issue was brought-up for group discussion.  The council agreed that all hall/kitchen usage requests must be decided upon a case-by-case basis and conform to the St. Mark hall usage form guidelines.

C) KITCHEN USE FOR KAITLIN BARBER’S BAKERY:

Kaitlin and Justin Barber made a request to the church council for Kaitlin’s renting out the church kitchen facilities for her new bakery business.  Kaitlin presented her business proposal to the council.  After the council reviewed her proposal, the floor was opened for discussion.  There was neither council discussion nor objection to her proposal, so Gene Jacobsen gave Kaitlin a St. Mark hall usage form to fill-out.
4) CHURCH SEATING:
Paul Dean will place a notice in this week’s church bulletin with the seating committee meeting date and an open invitation to any interested persons wanting to join the seating committee.

5) CHARITY PROJECTS:
A) STEPPING STONES:
On 2/21/12, many members of the St. Mark parish council visited Stepping Stones, a homeless shelter in Rockville, MD.  The following council members made the visit to Stepping Stones’ facilities to obtain more information on ways St. Mark can provide outreach:  Fr. Safchuk, Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Gene Jacobsen, Michael Lungociu, Michael and Daniella Mihailov, Karen Phinney, David Rodak, and Nancy Stanton.  Stepping Stones’ coordinator, Liz Trabucco, provided the council with information on the shelter and volunteer opportunities such as cooking, cleaning, and sorting of donated goods.  Liz said that if St. Mark decided to provide meals to Stepping Stones, then St. Mark should plan for monthly meal service for 20 people.  Fr. Gregory requested that Michael Lungociu submit a poll to the St. Mark list-serve to solicit interest on the various outreach activities to Stepping Stones.  Michael Lungociu will also submit a bulletin request to solicit interest for those not on the list-serve.
B) SAMARITAN’S FEET:
Skip Mersereau brought-up the possibility of bringing the Samaritan’s Feet shoe distribution to Stepping Stones children during the back-to-school (August) timeframe.  Skip Mersereau and Michael Lungociu will contact each organization and look into this possibility.

C) OCMC BANQUET:

Skip Mersereau informed the council that OCMC is holding their annual banquet at St. Katherine’s Greek Orthodox Church in Falls Church, VA on 4/28/12.  The OCMC is soliciting parishes to make a one-time donation of $500 to fund their organization.  This donation does not offset costs for the banquet nor is it provided to specific missionaries.  The council decided to table discussion on the $500 donation to OCMC until the next council meeting.

6) 2-YEAR ELECTRICITY AGREEMENT:
Michael Hydock brought to council attention that St. Mark’s electricity provider, Liberty Power, wanted St. Mark to lock-in our power pricing for a 2-year period.  This agreement is for church power only, not for power to the rectory.  Michael stated that Liberty’s rate of 7.991 cents per kW/Hr is a good rate when compared to the competition.  Michael also stated that he believes it’s a good idea to lock into a power rate because power costs keep rising. After council discussion, Michael Hydock made a motion to lock into the rate of 7.991 cents per kW/Hr with Liberty Power for a 2-year period beginning in August 2012.  Michael Lungociu seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
7) VERIZON FiOS FOR CHURCH COMPUTERS:  No update.
8) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory spoke to Dmitry Shkolnik, Iconographer, and asked him about commissioning icons to fill-in the white spaces in the St. Mark altar.  Dmitry requested that Fr. Gregory provide him with photos of the altar so as to provide a variety of options and his recommendation to St. Mark.  Dmitry’s service is free of charge.  Per line item #33 of the St. Mark 2012 balance sheet, St. Mark has $48,657.00 in funding available for icons.
9) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:
IRS Summons:  Gene Jacobsen reported that the IRS issued a summons for him to provide information to the IRS concerning the financial giving history of a particular couple at St. Mark.  Gene stated that he provided the information to the IRS on a need to know basis only; this information is not being publicized.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:
A) CHURCH & RECTORY LAWN CARE:
Greg Yakubik approached the council about a proposal from William Patton Landscaping to spray for weeds and plant new grass seed throughout St. Mark’s lawns, including the rectory lawn.  The bid was for $737.  Karen Phinney made a motion to allocate $750 for lawn care.  Motion seconded by Michael Lungociu.  Motion carried.

B) CHURCH HOT WATER HEATER CIRCULATING PUMP:
Greg Yakubik stated that St. Mark’s hot water heater circulating pump went on the fritz. ACI, St. Mark’s HVAC company, fixed the pump and it is now working fine.
2) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

April parish council:  Tuesday, Apr 17th at 7pm.
Semi-Annual parish meeting:  Sunday, May 20th following Liturgy.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Michael Lungociu motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Karen Phinney seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 9:24 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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