
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 12, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:05 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The May 8th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Michael Hydock made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory announced that on 6/12, Linda Weir had eye surgery. She is well and at home recovering.  Please pray for her health as well as all others listed in the weekly bulletin.

Rummage Sale:  Fr. Gregory thanked all who volunteered.  The event was successful and had a good mix of parishioner participation.

Catechumen Update:  Fr. Gregory is working with Neil Kumar and Beth Tucker.

Upcoming Services Not in Church Event Calendar:  

· Sat Jun 30, 2:30 PM:  Memorial Service for Mugurel Riscuta.

· Sat Jul 14, 12:00 PM:  Baptism of St. Cyril & Methodius parishioner at St. Mark by Fr. Tim Perry.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat Jun 23, 1:00 PM:  Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware) lecture on “The Jesus Prayer”.

· Fri Jun 29, 10:00 AM:  Divine Liturgy for Apostles Peter and Paul. 
· Sat Jul 14, following Vespers:  Pan-Orthodox Singles Summer Event.

· Mon Jul 16 to Thur Jul 19, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Vacation Church School.

· Sat Aug 18, 3:30 PM: Service of Holy Matrimony of Chris German and Claire Powell.

· Tues Aug 21:  Lifeline Screening in church social hall.

· Sat Aug 25, 3:30 PM:  Service of Holy Matrimony of Jerry Rij and Dorothy Harrington.

· Sat Sept 22:  Diocesan assembly at St. Luke’s in McLean, VA.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Gene congratulated the teen group for their success in fundraising towards their upcoming summer Habitat For Humanity mission trip.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

Michael Hydock reported that he is planning to take the $50k voted at the semi-annual parish meeting to pay down the church mortgage from the M&T Bank savings account.  This will leave a little under $11k in that savings account.  Michael stated that since the M&T savings interest rate is less than the FVCB checking interest rate, and since there will only be about $11k in the M&T savings account, he made a motion for St. Mark to close the M&T savings account and transfer those funds to the FVCB checking account (so as to earn more interest). Motion seconded by Karen Phinney.  Council discussion proceeded.  Paul Dean wanted the council to be aware that with the addition of the $11k to the FVCB checking account, the FVCB checking account balance will be over the FDIC insured limit of $250k, and the surplus will be at risk should the FVCB fail.  The council noted Paul’s concern.  Following council discussion, voting commenced.  Motion carried.

Also, the question was brought-up how as to much the annual rummage sale brought-in.  Michael Hydock responded that roughly $3700 was collected.  On the subject of the rummage sale, David Rodak wanted to make a motion to purchase new rummage sale signs, as the current signs are very beat-up.  Michael Hydock stated that the budget does not have a “slush” fund, and recommended that David talk to Marsha Zellem about taking a portion of the rummage sale profit for new signs.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Gene Jacobsen presented a flyer from FVCB (St. Mark’s bank) about an upcoming wine-tasting fundraising event benefitting the Alzheimer Association.  A note will be placed in the church bulletin for anyone interested in attending or donating to the cause.

Gene also received two new church hall usage requests from the Bottle Collector’s group.  The first request was for a picnic to be held by the group at St. Mark on 9/22/12.  The group will bring their own food.  The council unanimously agreed to the request.  The second request was for an annual bottle conference to be held at St. Mark on any Saturday during the month of April 2013.  The council agreed that Gene request more information from the Bottle Collector’s group such as how many attendees will be present, event duration, etc… 
VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  No update.
B) UPSTAIRS LADIES RESTROOM REPAIR:  No update.
C) VESTIBULE PAINTING:

Greg Yakubik contacted Spiros Hitiris, owner of A&H Painting, to provide an estimate to paint the church vestibule.  Spiros scheduled a visit to St. Mark to view the vestibule with Fr. Gregory; however, Fr. Gregory believed that Spiros might have visited while he stepped out.  Fr. Gregory is to contact Spiros for the estimate.

D) PUMPING/CLEANING OF STORM-WATER MGMT SYSTEM:

St. Mark’s contract with Storm Water Management Systems for maintenance/cleaning of our storm water system has recently expired.  Montgomery County requires yearly pumping/cleaning of storm water systems.  A renewed contract with Storm Water Management Systems will cost $4730/year.  Greg Yakubik tried to get a better deal on this service from a friend of his; however, Storm Water Management Systems’ price was lower.  St. Mark will renew our yearly service contract with Storm Water Management Systems for maintenance of our storm water system.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  On-hold.
3) LEGAL REVIEW OF CHURCH FORMS:

A) HALL/KITCHEN USAGE FORM:
Gene talked to Demetri Datch and requested his legal review of the form.  Demetri agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.

B) TEEN TRIP PARENTAL AUTHORIZATION FORM:

Gene talked to Demetri Datch and requested his legal review of the form.  Demetri agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.
4) COMPLIANCE WITH OCA SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICIES, STANDARDS, AND PROCEDURES (PSP):
A) COMPLIANCE ROSTER:
David Rodak tasked all St. Mark parishioners who work with children to read the OCA Sexual Misconduct PSP and verify their understanding and compliance via signature.  David has obtained all but a few signatures.  Fr. Gregory stated that he will assist in collecting the final few signatures.

B) YOUTH EVENT TRANSPORTATION POLICY:
Fr. Gregory stated that it would be a good idea to roll the youth event transportation form into the church school event authorization form.  This form is to be reviewed by Demetri Datch.
5) CHURCH SEATING:
Seating committee lead, Paul Dean, reported that the seating committee will hold their third meeting on Sun June 24th.  Paul stated that meeting notices will be placed in the church bulletin and via the St. Mark list-serve.  It was brought up at the semi-annual parish meeting that use of a survey tool would be helpful in collecting input from the parish on seating.  David Rodak has looked into capabilities of the “Survey Monkey” tool and stated that a hyperlink to a web survey can be placed on St. Mark’s website or issued to the parish via e-mail.  Paul will further research use of “Survey Monkey”.  Cynthia Helba stated that she works professionally with surveys and would be willing to help Paul generate a survey.  Paul will work on creating a survey and e-mail it to the council for feedback prior to the next council meeting.  Paul’s goal is to have the committee research various seating options and provide a proposal to the parish for voting at the November annual parish meeting.

6) CHARITY PROJECTS:  Update from charity chairperson, Michael Lungociu.
OCMC:  OCMC thanked St. Mark for their generous donation of $500 towards OCMC missionary work.
Metro DC Outreach and Missions Committee:  To meet at St. Mark’s at to-be-determined date to discuss outreach by DC area Orthodox churches.
Habitat for Humanity:  August 23rd to 25th, the teen group will travel to WV for their Habitat for Humanity mission.  About 14 youth/young-adults from St. Mark will attend.

Stepping Stones:  A back-to-school event is taking place in August to provide clothes/shoes to students at the shelter.  Michael is to look into how St. Mark may help with this event.  Michael also contacted Stepping Stones to determine which dates are available for providing meals to residents (entire month of July is open with exception of 15th and 16th).  Michael will place a bulletin notice for a meeting to solicit interest in volunteering at Stepping Stones.
7) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory sent copies of the altar blueprints, with dimensions of the arches and altar area, to Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer).  Fr. Gregory awaits a response from Dmitry.

8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:
Kitchen Use for Kaitlin Barber’s Bakery:  Paul Dean asked for status on Kaitlin Barber’s use of St. Mark’s kitchen.  Gene Jacobsen reported that so far, Kaitlin received her baking/culinary certificate and is working on getting a storage container and scheduling the county to inspect the kitchen.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:
Pay for St. Mark Deacon(s):  Multiple parishioners have asked Michael Hydock whether St. Mark deacons receive pay.  Michael responded that St. Mark does not pay our deacon(s).  Michael questioned the council as to their opinion on this matter.  Fr. Gregory stated that St. Mark historically has never paid or provided a stipend to its deacon(s); however, St. Mark can provide our deacons with a gift of appreciation for diaconal services.  Michael Hydock then made a motion to provide St. Mark deacon(s) with a one-time honorarium of $300 for diaconal services.  Seconded by Michal Mihailov.  Motion carried.  Michael Hydock is to add a “diaconal gifts of appreciation” line item to the 2013 budget for voting at the November annual parish meeting.
2) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

July parish council:  Tuesday, July 10th at 7pm.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Michael Lungociu motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Paul Dean seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:25 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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