
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, July 10, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Cynthia Helba, Skip Mersereau, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The June 12th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Skip Mersereau.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory asked to continue to pray for the health of those listed in the weekly bulletin.

Metropolitan Jonah Resignation:  Fr. Gregory reported that on 7/9/2012, Metropolitan Jonah resigned from his duties as Metropolitan of the OCA and Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Washington DC.  Locum tenens have been appointed by the Holy Synod, namely Archbishop Nathaniel (of Detroit and the Romanian Episcopate) who will assume the duties of Metropolitan, Bishop Michael (of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey) who will act as the Administrator of the OCA, and Bishop Alexander (of Toledo and the Bulgarian Archdiocese) who will assume the duties of Bishop of the Archdiocese of Washington DC.  Please keep his Eminence Jonah, the Locum Tenens, the Synod, and the OCA in your prayers.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat Jul 14, 4:00 PM:  Baptism of Tristan Paul and Samantha Anna Umbel.
· Sat Jul 14, following Vespers:  Pan-Orthodox Singles Summer Event.

· Mon Jul 16 to Thur Jul 19, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Vacation Church School.

· Sat Jul 28, 4:30 PM:  Memorial service for Timothy Masick.
· Sat Aug 18, 3:30 PM: Service of Holy Matrimony of Chris German and Claire Powell.

· Tues Aug 21:  Lifeline Screening in church social hall.

· Sat Aug 25, 3:30 PM:  Service of Holy Matrimony of Jerry Rij and Dorothy Harrington.

· Sat Sept 22:  Diocesan assembly at St. Luke’s in McLean, VA.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing new to report from President Gene Jacobsen.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given.  Michael stated that the rummage sale brought-in $3,869.04, to date.  Michael also reported that $50K from the M&T checking account was used towards paying down the mortgage principal, as voted upon by the parish at the 5/20/12 Semi-Annual parish meeting.  The residual funds in the M&T checking account were deposited into the FVCB checking account, as the FVCB checking interest is better than M&T’s, and the M&T checking account was closed.  Paul Dean made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Nancy Stanton.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Workshop Request:  Karen Phinney presented the possibility of holding free workshops at St. Mark on health-related and family topics, sponsored by the Family and Nursing Care Foundation.  The foundation would provide speakers who would present for a few hours on a specific topic.  The council discussed and decided that it may be difficult to solicit enough interest to meet on a topic for several hours at a time.  Karen is to submit a bulletin notice to determine if enough interest exists to schedule a workshop at St. Mark.
Funding Appeals:  Gene Jacobsen presented a general appeal from St. Vladimir’s Seminary.  The council decided at this time not to donate funds to this cause.

Hall Usage Requests:  There were a total of three new requests.  Gene Jacobsen received two church hall usage requests from the Bottle Collector’s group.  The first request was for a picnic to be held by the group at St. Mark on 9/22/12.  The council approved this request and Gene contacted the group.  The second request was for an annual bottle conference to be held at St. Mark on any Saturday during the month of April 2013.  Gene left a message with the Bottle Collector’s lead to obtain more information such as how many attendees will be present, event duration, etc…  The third hall usage request was from Marge German to hold Chris and Claire’s rehearsal dinner in the church social hall on Aug 17th from 5PM to 11PM.  The council approved this request and Gene is to contact Marge.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  No update.
B) UPSTAIRS LADIES RESTROOM REPAIR:  No update.
C) VESTIBULE PAINTING:

Greg Yakubik is to meet with Spiros Hitiris, owner of A&H Painting, on 7/12/12 to obtain an estimate to paint the church vestibule.

D) PUMPING/CLEANING OF STORM-WATER MGMT SYSTEM:

St. Mark renewed a three-year service contract with Storm Water Management Systems to maintain of our storm water system.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  On-hold.
3) LEGAL REVIEW OF CHURCH FORMS:

A) HALL/KITCHEN USAGE FORM:
Gene talked to Demetri Datch and requested his legal review of the form.  Demetri agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.  The council awaits Demetri’s comments.

B) TEEN TRIP PARENTAL AUTHORIZATION FORM:

Fr. Gregory talked to Demetri Datch and requested his legal review of the form before the Teen Group ventures on their Habitat For Humanity mission trip to WV.  Demetri agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.  The council awaits Demetri’s comments.

4) COMPLIANCE WITH OCA SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICIES, STANDARDS, AND PROCEDURES (PSP):
A) COMPLIANCE ROSTER:
David Rodak has collected all but a few St. Mark parishioners’ signatures as their concurrence to the OCA Sexual Misconduct PSP.  Fr. Gregory stated that he would assist in collecting the final few signatures since David will be out on vacation.  Fr. Gregory was able to collect only 1 of the 6 remaining signatures.  David will continue the quest for the remaining few signatures now that he’s back from vacation.

B) YOUTH EVENT TRANSPORTATION POLICY:
Fr. Gregory stated that Demetri Datch is in the process of reviewing the youth event transportation policy.  The council awaits Demetri’s comments.
5) CHURCH SEATING:
Seating committee lead, Paul Dean, reported that the church seating committee will meet on 7/15/12 after Liturgy.

6) CHARITY PROJECTS:  

After Liturgy on 7/15/12, there will be an information session on Stepping Stones, a homeless shelter in Rockville, MD.  Interest in various volunteer opportunities at Stepping Stones will be solicited.
7) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory sent copies of the altar blueprints, with dimensions of the arches and altar area, to Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer).  Fr. Gregory awaits a response from Dmitry.

8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS: None.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:
Tree Damage From Recent Storm:  Fr. Gregory reported that from the recent heavy storm, the rectory did not undergo any structural damage, however a fallen tree crushed the shed in the rectory’s backyard.  Gene Jacobsen will look into the church’s insurance coverage and deductible to determine whether the church should file a claim to replace the totaled shed.  Fr. Gregory stated that the value of the shed is about $650.  In addition, Fr. Gregory reported that multiple trees next to the rectory have fallen, or are leaning severely to the point of falling.  Part of the church parking lot has been roped-off to prevent damage to parked cars and prevent personal injury.  Michal Mihailov will get estimates from several tree service companies to remove the damaged trees.

2) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

August parish council:  Tuesday, Aug 14th at 7pm.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Skip Mersereau motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Michael Hydock seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:15 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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