
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 8, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Chris German, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

OTHER ATTENDEES:  Marcella Hydock.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The April 17th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Michael Hydock.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory announced that Tillie Lapato will arrive home from the rehabilitation facility on Thurs May 10.  Please pray for her health as well as all others listed in the weekly bulletin.

Fr. Gregory Absence:  Fr. Gregory announced that he’ll be away from Thurs May 10 to Sun May 13.  In his absence, Fr. Tim Perry will conduct Vespers and Divine Liturgy.

Church Parking:  Holton Arms will be undergoing renovations this summer.  They asked to use up to 20 spaces at St. Mark’s parking lot from June 11th to Aug 15th.  Fr. Gregory stated that we’ve had a good relationship with Holton Arms and he authorized their use of our parking lot during their period of renovation.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat May 19, 4:30 PM:  Memorial Services for George Tatusko & Theodore Kobran. 
· Sat May 19, following Vespers:  Teen Luau fundraiser.

· Sat May 19, 7:00 - 11:00 PM:  Pan-Orthodox Singles event, Odyssey Dinner-Dance Cruise.

· Sun May 20, following Liturgy:  St. Mark Semi-annual parish meeting.
· Sun May 20, 1:30 PM:  St. Luke Serbian Orthodox Church, McLean, VA. 50th Anniversary celebration dinner and program.

· Thurs May 24, 9:00 AM:  Divine Liturgy, Ascension.

· Sun Jun 3, following Liturgy:  Church School Picnic.
· Sat Jun 9:  St. Mark Rummage Sale.
· Sun Jun 10, 2:00 - 7:00 PM:  Bridal shower for Claire Powell.

· Mon Jul 16 to Thur Jul 19, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Vacation Church School.

· Sat Aug 18, 3:30 PM: Service of Holy Matrimony of Chris German and Claire Powell.

· Sat Aug 25, 3:30 PM: Service of Holy Matrimony of Jerry Rij and Dorothy Harrington.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Gene reminded the council that the semi-annual parish meeting is on May 20th.  In regards to the semi-annual meeting, David Rodak had previously asked the council for their direction on posting church financial information to the St. mark website, specifically the treasurer’s report for the read-ahead materials.  After council discussion, it was determined that no church financial information should be placed on the church website.  Prior to the semi-annual or annual parish meetings, St. Mark parishioners may obtain a hard-copy of the church financials in the printed read-ahead packet.  That said, prior to the semi-annual or annual parish meetings, parishioners may also contact Mary/Marge (St. Mark office administrators) and request a mailed copy be sent to them either via USPS or e-mail.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Chris German.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Gene Jacobsen presented letters from the below-listed charity requesting financial support.  In addition, as an update to last parish council’s correspondence, Michael Lungociu reported that he issued the advertisement to St. Luke’s for publication in their 50th anniversary program.
Russian Children’s Welfare Society:  General appeal.  The council did not motion to act on this appeal.
VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  No update.
B) UPSTAIRS LADIES RESTROOM REPAIR:

Greg Yakubik believes that caulk around the base of the toilet will solve the odor problem.  Greg is to call a plumber for further advice.
C) CHURCH GROUNDS:

David Rodak recently called William Patton (St. Mark’s lawn maintainer) who sprayed the church grounds for weeds, leveled holes with dirt, and planted grass seed where appropriate.  William stated since most of the church lawn was weeds, due to lack of rain this spring, he couldn’t plant grass seed in the areas treated with weed killer.  It would be best to seed the church grounds sometime in the early fall, however this service was not included in the spring contract.  Prior to early fall, facilities lead Michael Mihailov is to contact William Patton and request that he generate a contract for re-seeding the entire church lawn.  Once the contract is prepared, it will be brought before the church council to vote.
D) VESTIBULE PAINTING:

David Rodak is to call Greg Yakubik about contacting Spiros Hitiris, owner of A&H Painting, to paint the church vestibule.  A&H  has performed past work at St. Mark.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  On-hold.
3) LEGAL REVIEW OF CHURCH FORMS:

A) HALL/KITCHEN USAGE FORM:
No update.  Gene is to e-mail Demetri Datch and request his legal review of the form.
B) TEEN TRIP PARENTAL AUTHORIZATION FORM:

No update. Gene is to e-mail Demetri Datch and request his legal review of the form.

4) REVIEW OF HALL/KITCHEN USAGE REQUESTS:

Recently, Saturday Night Special requested to use St. Mark kitchen facility.  The council voted via e-mail to allow the group to use St. Mark’s kitchen.  Gene informed the council that they have since signed with another church to prepare food for their upcoming event.

5) CHURCH SEATING:
Seating committee lead, Paul Dean, reported that the seating committee held their second meeting on Sun May 6.  Paul stated that church seating options were discussed at the last two meetings.  The first meeting had about 20, and the second meeting had about 10 attendees.  The seating committee will meet monthly with future meeting dates/times posted in the weekly bulletin.  For the upcoming semi-annual parish meeting, Paul will provide an update to the parish pertaining to church seating, however, he will not present a formal motion on the topic.  Paul hopes the committee will have enough information collected on the various seating options by the annual parish meeting in November so the parish can vote on the issue.

6) CHARITY PROJECTS:  No update.
7) VERIZON FiOS FOR CHURCH COMPUTERS:  
Gene Jacobsen reported that FiOS has been installed and is working well.

8) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory reported that he was in contact with Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer).  Dmitry, who is currently working on a project in Santa Fe, wants to Skype with Fr. Gregory in the church.  Fr. Gregory is to send Dmitry measurements of the areas to be covered with icons. Cost has not been discussed yet.

9) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:  None.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) COMPLIANCE WITH OCA SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICIES, STANDARDS, AND PROCEDURES (PSP):
Fr. Gregory brought to the parish council’s attention that all parishes within the OCA must certify compliance to the OCA PSP on Sexual Misconduct.  Fr. Gregory has tasked church secretary, David Rodak, to forward the document to all church employees, the parish council, and anyone involved with children at St. Mark.  David has set a deadline of May 20th for the aforementioned to read the document.  On May 20th, prior to the semi-annual parish meeting, David will collect the signatures of those persons, certifying their understanding of and compliance to the procedures.  Fr. Gregory stressed the importance of reading the document and verifying certification through signature.  Fr. Gregory stated that we don’t want any children to be put into a difficult situation or have false allegations be placed on someone.  At a future council meeting, the council will discuss development of a policy on parish youth event transportation, which is a requirement for St. Mark’s compliance to the OCA PSP on Sexual Misconduct.

2) PUMPING/CLEANING OF STORM-WATER MGMT SYSTEM:
St. Mark’s contract with Storm Water Management Systems for maintenance/cleaning of our storm water system has expired.  Montgomery County requires yearly pumping/cleaning of storm water systems.  A renewed contract with Storm Water Management Systems will cost $4730/year.  Greg Yakubik is trying to get a better deal on this service from a friend of his.
3) LIFE SCREENING:
Karen Phinney presented the council with a packet of materials on Life screening.  Life screening performs cardiac screening and risk assessment on osteoporosis and stroke.  Their services are very reasonable, about 2/3 the cost of similar services provided at a physician.  Life Screening will be at St. Mark on Tues Aug 21st from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  They can accommodate around 60-80 people, so if interested in their services, it is advised to schedule an appointment.  For every parishioner that signs-up for a screening, the parishioner not only receives $10 off the service, but also Life Screening will donate $10 to St. Mark (or other designated charity).
4) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  None.
5) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

June parish council:  Tuesday, June 12th at 7pm.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Karen Phinney motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Nancy Stanton seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:13 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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