
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 10, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Paul Dean, Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The December 13th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Michael Hydock noted that he paid the check to Washington Gas, not Gene Jacobsen, as written in the minutes.  Secretary David Rodak made the correction to the minutes.  Paul Dean made a motion to accept the revised minutes.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Fr. Gregory began his report by welcoming all of the new parish council members.
Prayer Request:  Please check the weekly bulletin for a comprehensive list of parishioners to keep in prayer.  Fr. Gregory noted that no parishioners are currently in the hospital- great news!

OCA Financial Meeting:  Fr. Gregory and Michael Hydock will be meeting with other OCA parishes in Syosset, NY on Tues Jan 17th and Wed Jan 18th, to discuss implementation of the OCA member assessment resolution recently voted upon at the 2011 All-American Council.

Bible Study:  Fr. Gregory reported that all is going well with the recently instituted bible study sessions; they have been reasonably well attended.

Home Blessings:  Fr. Gregory noted that he is beginning home blessings and his first few visits have gone well.

IRS Visit:  Fr. Gregory reported that he was visited by IRS agents concerned with the financial activities of two parishioners at St. Mark.  The parishioners of interest were being investigated for possible fraudulent activity pertaining to investment opportunities.  The IRS asked Fr. Gregory if he would release to the IRS this couple’s donation history to St. Mark.  Fr. Gregory asked the council on whether he should make public to the IRS this couple’s donation records.  The council discussed the pros and cons to disseminating confidential parishioner financial data until Fr. Gregory declared that one of St. Mark’s parishioners (Rosty Shiller) is an IRS attorney.  The council agreed that Fr. Gregory should ask for Rosty’s opinion on how to proceed.  Fr. Gregory is to follow-up with the council.
Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat Jan 14, 4:30 PM:  Chrismation of Helen Kerch. 
· Sun Jan 15, 3:00 PM:  Bible Study.

· Sun Jan 22, 3:30 PM:  Bible Study.

· Sun Jan 22, 5:00 PM:  Eve of Annual March for Life, Vespers held at St. Nicholas Cathedral in DC.

· Mon Jan 23, 9:00 AM:  Day of Annual March for Life, Liturgy held at St. Nicholas Cathedral in DC.

· Mon Jan 23, 12:00 PM:  Annual March for Life, National Mall.

· Sun Mar 11:  Hierarchical Liturgy with Metropolitan Jonah.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Gene welcomed all new council members.  Due to recent council elections, Gene stated that the duties of the new council members need to be assigned.  Gene will e-mail the new council members information on the council areas of responsibilities from which they can choose.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  Michael Lungociu made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.  In addition to the report, for information purposes, Michael Hydock presented a financial analysis of St. Mark’s giving history from 2004 to 2011.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:
St. Mark received thank-you notes from the following charities/churches as a result of recent donations:
· Shady Grove Pregnancy Center.

· Gospel To All Nations (GTAN).

· All Saints of America Mission Church, Alexandria, VA.
VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  
All contracts have been signed.  St. Mark is waiting for Washington Gas and ACI (St. Mark’s HVAC company) to coordinate their work schedules to have the work completed within a day of each other (to minimize the time that the rectory is without heat).

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE: No update.
3) HALL USAGE FORM (LEGAL REVIEW):  No update.
4) CHURCH SEATING:
The council selected Paul Dean as the St. Mark seating committee chairman.  So far, Michael Cacic, Daniella and Michael Mihailov, and Michael Lungociu have expressed interest in becoming committee members.  A notice will be placed in the church weekly bulletin inviting any interested persons to join the committee.

5) CHARITY PROJECTS:  
Stepping Stones:  Stepping Stones is a homeless shelter for abused women in Rockville, MD.  They are looking for people to come in on a monthly basis to cook for about 20 people.  They’d like a 1-year commitment.  Michael Lungociu and Nancy Stanton are to get more information.

6) VERIZON FiOS FOR CHURCH COMPUTERS:  
Mary and Marge provided Gene Jacobsen with last year’s Verizon phone/internet bills, which equate to approximately $275/month.  Gene contacted Verizon business solutions to see if the church can reduce our phone/internet rate by switching to FiOS.  The Verizon FiOS representative could not quote an exact price to Gene at that time, but will call him back with the best available pricing plan.  In the meantime, Gene will look into how many phone lines St. Mark needs and investigate the capabilities of FiOS such as whether it can support the elevator phone and whether phones both at the church office and rectory can ring simultaneously for incoming calls.  Note, this FiOS contract will not include phone/internet service to the rectory; rather, it will cover phone/internet service to the church only.
7) CHURCH SNOW REMOVAL:
Greg Yakubik confirmed that Rasevic Companies will take care of snow removal for St. Mark’s parking lot free of charge for 2012.  In addition, Fr. Gregory, Gene Jacobsen, and Michael Lungociu have volunteered to remove snow from the steps and walkways to the church.
8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:  None.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) 2nd CHURCH AUDITOR:

After the adjournment of the November annual parish meeting, Jack Albert agreed to take the position as St. Mark’s 2nd church auditor.  Gene asked the council to approve Jack as a temporary 2nd auditor until Jack can be voted-in by the parish at the next semi-annual meeting.  Chris German motioned to allow Jack Albert to temporarily act as 2nd church auditor.  Seconded by Gene Jacobsen.  Motion carried.
2) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:
Locks on Church Classrooms:  It was brought to Fr. Gregory’s attention that a couple of the church classroom doors have older locks that are keyed differently than the newer classroom locksets.  It is very cumbersome to have the classroom doors keyed differently.  In addition, the old doorknobs are non-ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) compliant (the new door handles are ADA compliant).  A total of 4 doors need to have new handles installed with locks keyed to be the same as the newer classrooms’ lock setting.  Michael Mihailov will look into obtaining the new hardware (handles, locks, and keys) from a local locksmith and has nominated himself to install the handles.  David Rodak stated that he would help with installation, as well.  Michael Lungociu motioned that $500 be apportioned for the lock work.  Paul Dean seconded.  Motion carried.

3) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

February parish council:  Tuesday, Feb 7th at 7pm.
IX. CLOSING PRAYER:
Michael Hydock motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Nancy Stanton seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:20 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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