Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 14, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

OTHER ATTENDEES:  George and Barbara Freimann.
I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 6:56 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The July 10th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Parishioner Health News:  Fr. Gregory reported that he recently visited Marian Barber, who is doing OK.  Fr. Gregory stated that he’ll be visiting Nick Sanders on 8/15/12 and is trying to improve his outreach to shut-ins.  Fr. Gregory reported that John Badila is doing well, Christine Cacic’s mother, Marge, unfortunately broke her hip, and that Karen Nichols’ brother successfully received a heart transplant.  Fr. Gregory asked to continue to pray for the health of the aforementioned and those listed in the weekly bulletin.

Deaths:  Christina Perry’s mother Kyriake passed away on 8/5/12.  Fr. John Vitko’s mother Nadia passed away on 8/8/12.  May their Memory Be Eternal!

Catechumen Update:  Fr. Gregory is working with the catechumens.

Fr. Gregory Absence:  From 8/21 to 8/23, Fr. Gregory will be visiting his mother in MA for her 90th birthday.

Metropolitan Jonah Resignation:  Fr. Gregory reported that on 7/9/2012, Metropolitan Jonah resigned from his duties as Metropolitan of the OCA and Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Washington DC.  Fr. Gregory stated that the Synod of Bishops recommended that his Eminence Jonah, to avoid any conflict with his St. Nicholas parish, make St. Mark his new home parish (when he’s in the DC area), as St. Mark is the closest established parish in proximity to St. Nicholas.  Jonah has taken the Bishops’ recommendation.  Fr. Gregory is pleased to report that everything is working out well with having Jonah celebrate Liturgy with us at St. Mark.  Please keep his Eminence Jonah, the Locum Tenens, the Synod, and the OCA in your prayers.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat Aug 18, 3:30 PM: Service of Holy Matrimony of Chris German and Claire Powell.

· Sun Aug 19, following Liturgy:  St. Mark seating committee meeting.
· Tues Aug 21:  Lifeline Screening in church social hall.

· Sat Aug 25, 3:30 PM:  Service of Holy Matrimony of Jerry Rij and Dorothy Harrington.

· Wed Aug 29, 10:00 AM:  Divine Liturgy of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist.
· Sat Sept 22:  Diocesan assembly at St. Luke’s in McLean, VA.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing new to report from President Gene Jacobsen.

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Michael Lungociu.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  
Hall Usage Requests:  There are no new requests; however, as discussed previously, Gene Jacobsen received a church hall usage request from the bottle collector’s group to hold an annual bottle conference at St. Mark.  The group requested to reserve the church social hall any weekend in April 2013 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  They will require about 20 tables to display the bottles and expect about 50-60 attendees.  After council discussion, Karen Phinney motioned that Gene Jacobsen coordinate with the bottle collector group to hold the conference on 4/16/13 for a $100 rental fee.  Seconded by David Rodak.  Motion carried.

VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) FACILITIES MAINTENANCE:
A) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  Washington Gas laid piping to the rectory.  Gene Jacobsen is to call Wash Gas to install the rectory gas meter and connect external gas hookups.  Gene will also call ACI (St. Mark’s HVAC company) to begin internal gas hookups to the rectory.  Fr. Gregory expressed his concern with the concrete dug-up in the rectory driveway due to Washington Gas laying down the gas piping.  Gene Jacobsen will follow-up with Washington Gas to fix the damage.
B) UPSTAIRS LADIES RESTROOM REPAIR:  

Gene Jacobsen reported that a seal around the toilet base was replaced and will soon be sealed with caulking.

C) VESTIBULE PAINTING:

The contract from A&H painting was received, which included $5000 for materials only (labor free of charge) to paint the church vestibule.  The council discussed and was concerned that the estimate seemed steep in price.  Gene Jacobsen will ask Greg Yakubik to talk with Spiros Hitiris, owner of A&H Painting, to see if we can get a lower rate.
D) TREE REMOVAL FROM STORM:

St. Mark received estimates from multiple licensed tree service companies to cut down the damaged trees near the rectory and to remove tree debris.  The lowest estimate was from Cutting Edge tree service for $2800.  Michael Lungociu motioned to sign the contract with Cutting Edge for $2800.  Seconded by Nancy Stanton.  Motion carried.

Fr. Gregory reported that an adjuster from St. Mark’s insurance company (Guide One) came out to inspect the damage to the rectory’s shed, which was totaled by the storm.  The adjuster documented the damage to the shed and recommended a new shed in his report to the insurance company.  The adjuster also inspected the outside of the rectory for damage and found debris under a roof shingle on the rectory’s roof, and so, recommended a new roof for the rectory in his report to the insurance company.  The adjuster also inspected the outside of the church for damage.  He noticed some areas on the church’s roof that need repair, and so, recommended repairs to the church roof in his report to the insurance company.  Fr. Gregory stated that we’ll see what the adjuster report brings about.
2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  
On-hold.  AT&T is still interested, but has no money at this time to proceed.

3) LEGAL REVIEW OF CHURCH FORMS:

A) HALL/KITCHEN USAGE FORM:
Not yet reviewed by Demetri Datch.  Gene Jacobsen talked to Demetri who agreed to review the form and provide his legal advice.

B) TEEN TRIP PARENTAL AUTHORIZATION FORM:

The form was reviewed and completed by Demetri Datch.

4) COMPLIANCE WITH OCA SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICIES, STANDARDS, AND PROCEDURES (PSP):
David Rodak collected all but two St. Mark parishioner’s signatures, documenting their concurrence to the OCA Sexual Misconduct PSP.  David will continue to work to get the final two signatures.

5) CHURCH SEATING:
Seating committee lead, Paul Dean, was not present at this council meeting; however, David Rodak attended the last seating committee meeting and presented a summary to the council.  David Rodak reported that Paul Dean and Cynthia Helba (who is formally trained in survey generation) formulated a survey on church seating.  The survey questions were reviewed by members of the seating committee and updated with their suggestions.  The final surveys were sent to pledging members of St. Mark via USPS mail.  Completed surveys are to be returned no later than 9/9/12.  The next church seating committee will meet on 8/19/12 after Liturgy.

6) CHARITY PROJECTS:  

Stepping Stones:  Michael Lungociu reported that on 7/19/12 a few members from St. Mark prepared and served a gyro meal to residents at the Stepping Stones shelter in Rockville, MD.  Michael reported that everything went well.  In fact, there were so many helpers; we had to turn away help, as space at Stepping Stones is limited.  Michael Lungociu will look into whether St. Mark can provide a meal to the shelter in September.  Also, Stepping Stones is holding a back-to-school fundraiser on 8/19/12 to provide current and former Stepping Stones residents with school supplies.  Michael will look into how St. Mark can help with this fundraiser as well.

7) SANCTUARY ICONS:
Fr. Gregory reported no progress with Dmitry Shkolnik (iconographer).  So, Fr. Gregory contacted another iconographer; however, she does not make large area icons.  Fr. Gregory then began looking online at the work of other iconographers based on people’s recommendations.

8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS: None.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) CHURCH A/C COMPRESSOR REPLACEMENT:
ACI (St. Mark’s HVAC company) will fix the compressor.  Karen Phinney motioned that the ACI repair cost does not exceed $4,000.  Seconded by Michael Lungociu.  Motion carried.
2) BROKEN REFRIGERATOR FOR BAZAAR:

Gene Jacobsen will contact Michael Mihailov who will look into obtaining estimates to fix the refrigerator.

3) ST. NICHOLAS FESTICAL ADVERTISING:

St. Nicholas Cathedral contacted St. Mark and asked whether we’d want to place an advertisement in their upcoming festival booklet. Karen Phinney motioned that St. Mark place an ad in the St. Nicholas festival booklet not to exceed $100 in cost.  Seconded by Michael Lungociu.  Motion carried.  Michael Lungociu will generate the contents of the ad and contact St. Nicholas for publication.

4) STORAGE ROOM CLEANUP:

Nancy Stanton noticed that the storage room is very cluttered and items need moving/organization.  Gene Jacobsen is to investigate.

5) CHURCH MICROPHONES/AUDIO AMPLIFICATION:

A few parishioners have expressed concern over not being able to hear Dn. David, since he does not have a wireless microphone.  The council appointed Gene Jacobsen and David Rodak to look into whether the old wireless receiver can be used and/or whether a new wireless microphone can be added to the newer wireless receiver.  David Rodak will obtain estimates for a new wireless receiver system and microphones for clergy.
6) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  None.
7) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

September parish council:  Tuesday, Sept 18th at 7pm.
IX. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Nancy Stanton motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Michael Lungociu seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:12 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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