
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 7, 2012
OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary David Rodak.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Chris German, Cynthia Helba, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton.

I. OPENING PRAYER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 7:00 pm.
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
The January 10th parish council meeting minutes were reviewed.  Nancy Stanton made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Karen Phinney.  Motion carried.

III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Prayer Request:  Please check the weekly bulletin for a comprehensive list of parishioners to keep in prayer.  Specifically, please keep the following parishioners in prayer:

· Nicholas Sanders:  Hospitalized for fluid on the lung.

Deaths:  Memory Eternal!

· Janina Sanders, passed away 1/15/12.

Bible Study:  Fr. Gregory reported that all is going well with the bible study sessions.  To Fr. Gregory’s surprise, the session scheduled on Superbowl Sunday had about 18 attendees.

Lenten Lecture Series:  Fr. Gregory would like to thank Mrs. Marian Barber for coordinating this event in the past.  This year, Larisa Looby will coordinate the event.  So far, 6 speakers are planned to lecture.

Home Blessings:  Fr. Gregory noted that home blessings are going well, although not at a blistering pace.

Winter Youth Retreat:  The teen group held their winter retreat at Great Wolf Lodge in VA.  Unfortunately during the event, one of the attendees required medical attention.  The St. Mark trip coordinators handled the emergency very well.  From this incident, however, it became obvious that St. Mark needs to update the parent sign-up sheet to confer authority to St. Mark coordinators to provide medical attention to attendees in the case of an emergency.
IRS Visit:  Last council meeting, Fr. Gregory reported that he was visited by IRS agents concerned with the possible fraudulent financial activities of two St. Mark parishioners.  The IRS agents asked Fr. Gregory for these parishioner’s donation records to St. Mark.  The council recommended that before providing this information to the IRS, Fr. Gregory should ask Rosty Shiller, who is an IRS attorney, how to proceed.  Since the last council meeting, Fr. Gregory talked to Rosty about this matter.  Rosty advised Fr. Gregory that the proper protocol for the IRS to obtain such sensitive information is via a subpoena.  Fr. Gregory will wait for an IRS issued subpoena before making available parishioner donation records.

Upcoming Events:  Please refer to the church calendar for a comprehensive list of services and events.

· Sat Feb 11, following Vespers:  FOCA Chili Cook-Off. 
· Sat Feb 18, 4:30 PM:  Memorial service for the Riscuta family.

· Sun Feb 19, 3:00 PM:  Bible Study.

· Sun Mar 11:  Hierarchical Liturgy with Metropolitan Jonah.

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from President Gene Jacobsen.

Between this and last council meeting, Gene sent an e-mail to the new council members to select an area of responsibility for council duties.  Here’s the breakdown for new members.

· Chris German:  Facilities

· Cynthia Helba:  Ministries

· Karen Phinney:  Community

V. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.

Report was given; nothing unusual to report.  Karen Phinney made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Seconded by Nancy Stanton.  Motion carried.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:  None at this time.
VII. OLD BUSINESS

1) GAS HEAT FOR RECTORY:  
All contracts have been signed.  St. Mark is waiting for Washington Gas and ACI (St. Mark’s HVAC company) to coordinate their work schedules.

2) AT&T CELL ANTENNAE:  No update.
3) HALL USAGE FORM (LEGAL REVIEW):  No update.
4) CHURCH SEATING:
A notice will be placed in the church weekly bulletin inviting any interested persons to join the seating committee.  Also, a pre-Pascha church clean-up and repair day is tentatively scheduled for March 31.  Specifically, on this day, St. Mark parishioners will repair the faulty pews.  Michael Mihailov has the action to request a bulletin notice for this event.

5) CHARITY PROJECTS:  
Stepping Stones:  Stepping Stones is a homeless shelter for abused women in Rockville, MD. Michael Lungociu visited Stepping Stones to see their facilities and obtain more information.  Michael presented to the council a pamphlet with the services Stepping Stones provides and ways in which the community can outreach to them.  Michael would like to schedule a visit to Stepping Stones on Feb 21st for interested council members.  The purpose of this visit is for the council to determine the best manner St. Mark can provide outreach to the organization.  Michael will e-mail the council the address, and date and time of the visit when it solidifies.

6) VERIZON FiOS FOR CHURCH COMPUTERS: No update.
7) COUNCIL MEMBER’S AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:
Refer to Gene Jacobsen’s president’s report.
8) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:

Church School Room Locks:  Michael Mihailov visited two locksmiths, to obtain estimates for lockset and keys for 4 church schoolrooms.  The lowest estimate for the lockset hardware and keys was $800 from Liberty Locks in Rockville, MD.  At the last council meeting, Michael Lungociu motioned that a maximum of $500 be apportioned for lock work.  Seeing that the estimate exceeded the motioned maximum of $500, Michael Lungociu motioned to amend the original motion and provide for a maximum of $900 towards the lock work.  Michael Hydock seconded the amended motion.  Motion carried.

Rectory Screen Door:  Gene Jacobsen investigated the variety of screen doors available for purchase at a local hardware store.  He found that the price for many standard-sized screen doors with a full-glass front are less than the motion allocated $400.  Gene stated that the rectory door threshold width is a non-standard size, therefore whomever installs the storm door will need to get creative with mounting.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

1) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:
Sanctuary Iconography:  Michael Hydock stated that many parishioners have asked him about St. Mark’s state of funding to begin commissioning icons for the white spaces behind the iconostasis.  Michael stated that St. Mark has sufficient funds to begin this work and recommended that St. Mark begin looking into iconographers.  The council agreed with Michael.  Fr. Gregory has the action to talk to iconographers and solicit ideas and prices.

2) UPCOMING MEETINGS:

March parish council:  Tuesday, Mar 13th at 7pm.
Semi-Annual parish meeting:  Sunday, May 21st following Liturgy.
IX. CLOSING PRAYER:
Nancy Stanton motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Michael Lungociu seconded.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:07 PM.

Submitted by,

David Rodak

St. Mark Church Secretary
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