
Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Parish Meeting Minutes

Sunday, May 19, 2013

OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, and Secretary Justin Barber.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Martha Baxtresser, Chris German, Michael Mihailov, Karen Phinney, Nancy Stanton and Greg Yakubik.

I. OPENING PRAYER:

Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 11:34am.

II. REVIEW AND APPROVE AGENDA:

Shirley Dean made a motion for the parish to approve the meeting agenda. Kathy Tatusko seconded. Motion carried.

III. REVIEW AND APPROVE ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES:

Michael Thompson made a motion for the parish to approve the November 2012 annual meeting minutes. Shirley Dean seconded. Motion carried.

IV. REVIEW AND APPROVE SPECIAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES:

Shirley Dean made a motion for the parish to approve the 4/7/13 Special Parish meeting minutes. Mark Helba seconded. Motion carried.

V. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Fr. Gregory's report was in read-ahead material. There were no questions.

VI. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from Gene Jacobsen in read-ahead material. 

Kathy Tatusko asked Gene if we are impacted by Montgomery County's new Rain Tax. Gene said that anyone who owns land in Montgomery County is impacted, but our storm water management system should relieve our obligation to pay that tax. No other questions.

VII. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Michael Hydock gave a 2013 Year-to-date report and a report for 2012. Michael Thompson made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and Shirley Dean seconded.  Motion carried.

VIII. UPDATE ON AT&T:  Warren Miller said that AT&T assigned a new representative to our project. All of the terms from last years meeting are still intact. $5000.00 was given to us if we want to have the architectural plans reviewed. One new term to the agreement is that AT&T wants to put an emergency generator near the out building in case of power outages. The generator would be surrounded by a chain link fence. The terms were discussed further. The following questions were asked:

Q1: What is in our contract regarding AT&T being able to sell our antenna tower?

A1: In the contract, AT&T would not be able to sell the antenna outright to another company. They would only be able to sell the tower to a subsidiary company.

Q2: Will the tower affect our non-profit status?

A2: No; but, we will have to pay tax on that income.

Q3: If AT&T wants to cancel the contract, who is responsible for removing the equipment?

A3: AT&T would be responsible for removing the equipment.

IX. UPDATE FROM THE SEATING COMMITTEE:  Paul Dean talked about results from a survey taken last year. Paul showed three sample chairs that had been loaned to us. Paul talked about the pros and cons of each chair. Paul then reviewed the cost estimates of various estimates. John Bilyeu made a motion for the seating committee to make a recommendation at the annual meeting in November for the parish to vote on. Kathy Tatusko seconded. Motion carried. Michael Hydock abstained. 

X. VESTIBULE / CHOIR LOFT PAINTING:  Greg Yakubik talked about the 'ghosting' of studs in the vestibule and choir loft. Greg recommended that we paint the areas with two coats of an oil based primer and paint the walls a darker color. Larisa Lubby asked about the peeling paint in the back stairwell. Greg said that there is a leak in the wall that will be very expensive to fix. Larisa suggested that we fix it before it becomes a bigger issue.

XI. ICONOGRAPHY:  Karen Phinney said that the Iconography Committee has been meeting for six months. Karen reiterated that all decisions will be brought back to the parish for approval before the final decision is made. To be Canonically correct, Fr. John Hopko suggested that the design be focused on the Theotokos and Christ. Fr. Gregory has been working with many iconographers for years, before finally settling on Mr. Shkolnik. A rough price estimate for the project is 75k. The prices of gold leafing constantly change. To be safe, we are looking to fundraise 125k-150k. Karen Phinney made a motion for the parish to pay Mr. Shkolik a $1000.00 deposit to secure his time. Kathy Tatusko seconded. Motion carried.

XII. CHURCH ROOF:  Gene Jacobsen said that all of the storm damage has been repaired. There is a leak on the flat part of the roof leading to water damage/stains. Mark Phinney asked if we could contact the architect who designed the roofs to ask if they could cover some of the repairs. Gene said unfortunately not, the companies had closed. We have estimates for repair the flat roof and sanctuary roof. Total roof repairs are approximately 30k. Shirley Dean made a motion for the parish to repair the roof up to 35k. Pat Ihnat seconded. Motion carried.

XIII. ADJORNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:

Shirley Dean motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Kathy Tatusko. Motion carried.  Father Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 12:43 PM.

Submitted by,

Justin Barber

St. Mark Church Secretary
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