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Annual Parish Meeting, Nov 17 2013
Rector’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Reflecting on 2013 in anticipation of our annual parish meeting, I see it as a year of “awareness”.  With the deaths of Marian Barber, Mildred Smith and others connected with our parish community this year, we see how precious life is and how it should always be treasured and appreciated no matter how long we live.  Just as we became aware of the sink hole forming quietly under the surface of our parking lot, so too can we see things about our own lives and the collective life of our parish - if we notice the signs as they emerge.  When we’re young and our cars and homes are new, less help is needed.  But eventually we see how time takes its toll.  As we and our facilities age, our need for attention, care and repair is inescapable - from new roofs and pipes to surgery and therapy.

This is accomplished through planning, care and cooperation.  That said, I commend all those serving on our parish council and committees for their diligence and hard work this year.  Many things that needed to be done were addressed and completed.  Our parish bazaar was also a symphony of cooperation, coordination and selfless effort.  It has been noted that veteran parish members are able to count on more of the younger and newer members to take on responsibilities.  This is good and welcome!

Speaking of new members, we were blessed to receive seven people by Baptism and/or Chrismation this year, and rejoiced also that four couples were united in the Sacrament of Marriage.  Currently we have three catechumens studying the faith and preparing to join the Church.  Sadly, we have also lost some members this year as well.  Overall, the realization has emerged that we should take action to foster parish growth.  I’m heartened that several parishioners have committed to work with me on discovering and implementing ways this can be done.

Charity remains at the forefront of life in our community.  So many have become involved by donating and transporting things needed for those who need them.  Quietly also, support and comfort have been offered and welcomed by those aware of and affected by personal illness and tragedy among our faithful.  Kindness can be a sign of spiritual maturity, and I rejoice in seeing it not only among our older parishioners, but also in our youth and young adults as well.  Continue to pray for and serve one another.  This is beauty of soul!

May this beauty also be reflected by and offered up to God in the iconography of our sanctuary, which we anticipate to begin in 2014.  Thank you for your input and efforts in regard to this project and all other matters of parish life. I greatly appreciate your hospitality to His Beatitude, Metropolitan Jonah, who, by request of the Holy Synod of Bishops, has been joining us here regularly in worship. Thank you finally for all your work, prayer and service in every way from singing and serving to cooking and cleaning.  May God continue to bless this vineyard, which He has planted, that it may thrive and render fruit well pleasing in His sight.  

In Christ,

Fr. Gregory   

