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Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Archdiocese of Washington DC – Orthodox Church in America


Semi-Annual Parish Meeting, May 19 2013
Rector’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christ is Risen!

I greet you all during this bright and glorious season of the Resurrection of our Lord.

This year, as we face the transition from the intensity of Great Lent, Holy Week and Pascha to the liturgical schedule of the summer season, I ask you to recall the presentation made by Fr. Basil Summer a few weeks ago, in which he reminded us that if we’ve faithfully and sincerely fasted and prayed during Lent, Holy Week and Pascha, we will not experience a “post Paschal” spiritual desert.  The momentum of our worship together will continue over into the weeks and months of the summer and we will continue to live daily in order to bear witness to the risen Christ and His Gospel.  A link appears on our parish website to access audio recordings of our Lenten Lectures made by Chris German.  Thank you, Chris! 

Thank you once again to all those who have offered time and talent to our parish community.  Fr. Mark Koczak, Fr. Tim Perry, Fr. Dn. David Phelps, Fr. Dn. Matthew Prentice and all those who serve in the sanctuary, have been a great help in our liturgical and pastoral life – especially this Pascha as I had to leave in order to travel early on that glorious first day of the week.  Our handmaidens who continue to serve and help regularly during our Eucharistic services are greatly appreciated.  We thank our church school directors, teachers, assistants and students who are finishing up another academic year.  We look forward to hosting our annual Vacation Church School Program this July.  Thank you also to our Choir Directors and singers for offering their time and voices in prayer and song to convey the beauty and truth of Holy Orthodox worship.  They have done an outstanding job this year.  Thank you also to the Matushka Olga of Alaska Prayer Group, which continues to provide a solid foundation of intercessory prayer within our parish community.  

Thanks also to Greg Yakubik (who finally solved our microphone problems) and all who have helped to repair, beautify, decorate and clean our church facilities and all those who have been cooking and serving in our kitchen and hall.  Your efforts provide inspiration for others to become more involved in service as faithful stewards.  Thank you in advance to Marsha Zellum and all those involved with preparing for our upcoming annual Rummage Sale on Saturday June 15th.

Thanks to Karen Phinney, Gale Rutan and all those who have participated in the work of the Iconography Committee.  Since our November meeting at which Dmitry Shkolnik made a presentation regarding the iconography of our Sanctuary and apse, many of you have made suggestions as to how and with whom we might proceed on this work.  All suggestions have been followed up on, and I can confidently say that beginning as long as four years ago, well over a dozen iconographers have been considered and their work reviewed.

Our agenda for this meeting is brief.  It is my hope that along with the other action items to be dealt with, we will consider and/or approve the recommendation of the Iconography Committee to engage Dmitry Shkolnik in order to begin the development and execution of a plan to beautify our church walls with an array of holy images. 

Regarding this, and all other matters of parish life and administration, I ask your prayerful and attentive participation in today’s meeting.  I welcome any suggestions and ideas you might have to improve our parish life.  I also ask for your continued prayers for our Metropolitan, Tikhon, Synod of Bishops and church administration.

In the joy of the Risen Lord,

Fr. Gregory
