St. Mark Orthodox Church - Bethesda, MD


Fire Alarm Evacuation Plan

1. When the fire alarm is sounded, everyone must evacuate the building, paying special attention to the directions of the St. Mark Evacuation Brigade (SMEB).

2. If there is a service in progress, Father will stop the service at that very moment the alarm is sounded and have everyone evacuate the building.  Unless directed otherwise, any evacuation during a service will take place through the narthex/vestibule. 

3. All parishioners and guests will make their way towards the rectory and/or their vehicle if parked in the parking lot.  No one should leave the parking lot with their vehicle.  The access road should be kept clear of all vehicles so as not to block the fire trucks from entering the parking lot.

St. Mark Evacuation Brigade Duties
A total of nine parishioners, known as the St. Mark Evacuation Brigade (SMEB), will help evacuate parishioners and guests from the building.  Their duties are as follows:

1. If the alarm is sounded while a service is in progress, two SMEB’s will go to the fire alarm control panel and locate what device is in alarm.  From there they should go and try to extinguish the fire, only if it is safe to do so.  The fire alarm will only be turned off and reset after the fire chief instructs us to.  Another two SMEB’s will go downstairs and make sure that everyone is evacuating the building.  After that they should return upstairs, if safe to do so, to help direct parishioners outside.  The other five SMEB’s will help in the evacuation of the parishioners, paying special attention to the elderly and disabled, by directing the parishioners out through the proper fire exits to their vehicle or towards the rectory.

2.  In the event the alarm goes off after a service, then two SMEB’s will go to the fire alarm control panel and locate what device is in alarm.  They then should go to that location and try to extinguish the fire, only if it is safe to do so.  Two SMEB’s will go upstairs and make sure that everyone is evacuating the building.  The other five SMEB’s will help in the evacuation of the parishioners from the lower level of the building, paying special attention to the elderly and disabled, by directing the parishioners out through the proper fire exits to their vehicle or towards the rectory.

3. Sunday school teachers will escort their students to the parking lot, closest to the rectory, where they will remain until all parents have rendezvoused with their children.
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