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Semi-Annual Parish Meeting – Sunday, May 17, 2015
Pastor’s Address

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christ is Risen!

In anticipation of our Semi-Annual Parish Meeting, I greet you all while still in this joyous season of the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection.  In reviewing the life of our parish to date this year, I must say, it has been good.  After a bracingly cold winter that seemed to not want to let go, houses were blessed and Great Lent began.  I truly enjoyed spending some quality time with those of you whom I was able to visit this year.  It is one very good way for us to come closer together as pastor and flock.  The Lenten services were well attended and celebrated with great beauty and solemnity (thank you, all).  The Lenten Lectures addressed a variety of fascinating subjects and were well received by the many who stayed for them.  Additional educational opportunities included John Hudak’s presentations on prayer and the Christian life, as well as Fr. John Parker’s weekend visit focusing on church growth and evangelization.

[bookmark: _GoBack]And speaking of church growth, we are pleased to have welcomed several new people and families into our midst during the past few months, including babies!  Among the families received by Holy Chrismation and/or Baptism, were Theo, Katie and Astrid Sheppard and David and Cindy Jefferson.  Congratulations to the Needham’s on the birth of Micah Alexander, the Rodak’s on the birth of Isaiah Gabriel and to the Nimmer’s on the birth of Sophia Marie.  God is wonderful and continues to bless this parish with his love and care.  Our new parish photo directory is being put together now and we look forward to making it available soon to all, so that we can better recognize each other and get to know one another more easily.  Our new parish website is up and running and has many improvements thanks to your suggestions and the work of our parish council and office staff (David Rodak and Sharon Spaulding).

As our Church School program concludes, we thank our teachers, staff and students for planning, working and coming together for this most precious task of Christian education.  We look forward to honoring them at our annual parish Church School Picnic, and preparing for this year’s Vacation Church School, which is once again to be held in July.

Also in July, our delegates and observers will represent St. Mark Parish at the 18th All-American Council in Atlanta, Georgia.  In parallel with our own drive for parish growth, the theme for this AAC is “How to Expand the Mission.”

I pray that all of us will become inspired with this theme and continue to pray for God’s blessings and guidance as we make our efforts both personally and collectively to share with others this treasure of Orthodox Christian faith and worship with which we are blessed.

With joy in the Risen Lord,
Fr. Gregory
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