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Saint Mark Orthodox Church

Archdiocese of Washington DC – Orthodox Church in America


Meeting Minutes from the 5/18/14 Semi-Annual Parish Meeting

OFFICERS:  Father Gregory Safchuk, President Gene Jacobsen, Vice President Michael Lungociu, Treasurer Michael Hydock, Secretary Justin Barber.

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Martha Baxtresser, Chris German, Konstantine Lyubimov,  Skip Mersereau, Karen Phinney, Debbie Sieff, Nancy Stanton, Greg Yakubik.

I. OPENING PRAYER/CALL TO ORDER:
Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 11:40am.
______________________________________________________________________________
II. REVIEW AND APPROVE AGENDA:

John Ihnat made a motion for the parish to approve the meeting agenda.  Michael Thompson seconded.  Motion carried.
______________________________________________________________________________
III. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES OF PARISH ANNUAL MEETING:
Minutes of the November 17, 2013 Annual Parish Meeting were reviewed.  Michael Thompson made a motion for the parish to approve the 2013 Annual Parish Meeting minutes. Tina Parrish seconded.  Motion carried.
______________________________________________________________________________
IV. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Report from Father Gregory.
Father Gregory asked parishioners if there were any questions concerning the rector’s report in the read-ahead material.  There were no questions or concerns from the parish pertaining to the rector’s report or any other pastoral issues.

______________________________________________________________________________
V. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Report from Gene Jacobsen.

Gene Jacobsen stated that he did not have anything further to add to his president’s report than what was already in the read-ahead material.  Gene asked parishioners if there were any questions.  There were no questions or concerns from the parish pertaining to the president’s report.

______________________________________________________________________________
VI. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report from Michael Hydock.
Michael Hydock gave a 2014 Year-to-date financial report.  Michael said we are on track to meet our budget and that although we have had multiple unusually large expenses, we are still profitable.  Michael Thompson made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and Paulina Masick seconded.  Motion carried.

______________________________________________________________________________
VII. AUDITOR’S REPORT:  
Jack Albert gave the report.  Jack and Lori Hottle are still working on the review, but so far have not found any misuse of funds.  The full report will be completed soon.
______________________________________________________________________________
VIII. OLD BUSINESS:
1) ICONOGRAPHY UPDATE:

Wayne Tatusko read a report prepared by Karen Phinney.  Wayne mentioned that he and Fr. Gregory met with Mr. Shkolnik and his mentor, Alexey.  They discussed ideas and hope to have a working sketch soon.

Nick Antich conveyed his opinion that our Resurrection Icon should be central in its placement, as it had once been.  Wayne responded that the icon would not be able to fit because of the curve in the apse.  Wayne stated that the committee will most likely recommend that an icon of the Theotokos be the central figure in our design because that is most canonically correct.  The committee agrees with Nick's assessment about the importance of the Resurrection, and plans to use it in the design.

Kim Lungociu asked if the committee has narrowed the possibilities down to a couple sketches.  Fr. Gregory responded that the committee has a couple rough sketches, but that none of them are ready to be presented to the parish yet.

2) PEW UPDATE:
Paul Dean's research showed that there was no majority preference for purchasing either new pews or chairs.  The council tabled the item until after the Iconography project has been completed.  For now, all of the pews are safe and operational.
3) OTHER OLD BUSINESS:  None.
______________________________________________________________________________
IX. NEW BUSINESS:
1) WATERPROOFING/LEAK REPAIRS
It was suggested that we have a sidewalk built connecting the back stairs to the sidewalk at the front of the church.  This would make the outside processions at Pascha much safer and cleaner.  Greg Yakubik said that before we look into building a sidewalk, we need to have the wall by the stairs in the back of the parish hall repaired.  There is a minor crack in the wall that has allowed water to penetrate through and make the paint peel off.  Greg will start getting quotes for the wall repair and the sidewalk.  For now, Greg has borrowed some thick rubber mats to put down connecting the stairs to the front sidewalk.

Deacon Matthew noted that there is a small leak in the kindergarten class room.  In addition, Ellen Barber asked about the steps at the front of the church, right next to the handicapped parking spots.  She said that there is visible erosion from underneath the steps and wonders if this might become a hazard in the future.  Greg stated that he will look into these repairs. 

2) PARISH GUIDANCE ON FACILITY REQUESTS
A few students from the nearby Holton Arms School would like to host weekly prayer groups in a classroom at our hall.  The council approved their request because the students are not permitted to host prayer groups at the school.  Tina Parrish asked if our insurance would cover us in case any of the students was injured while here for the prayer group.  Fr. Gregory answered that he thinks that would be covered by our general liability insurance, but that he would look into it.  Gene Jacobsen stated that is has been the policy of the council to approve facility requests of parishioners and select organizations that meet occasionally.

3) OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  None.
______________________________________________________________________________
X. ADJOURNMENT & CLOSING PRAYER:
Michael Thompson motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Marsha Zellem.  Motion carried.  Father Gregory thanked our Junior FOCA group for providing pizza for lunch.  Fr. Gregory closed the meeting with a prayer at 12:27 PM.

______________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by,

Justin Barber

St. Mark Church Secretary


