4TH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT—Tone 7
St. John Climacus (of the Ladder).  Leavetaking of the Annunciation.  Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel.
Vespers

At "Lord, I Call…”, sing the stichera verses (4) of the Resurrection in Tone 7. 

Then the following stichera (3) from the Menaion for the Feast in Tone 6.

Revealing to you the pre-eternal counsel, Gabriel came and stood before you, O Maiden, and greeting you, he said:  “Rejoice, earth that has not been sown!  Rejoice, burning bush that remains unconsumed!  Rejoice, unsearchable depth!  Rejoice, bridge that leads to Heaven!  Rejoice, ladder raised on high that Jacob saw!  Rejoice, divine jar of manna!  Rejoice, deliverance from the curse!  Rejoice, restoration of Adam; the Lord is with you!”

 “You appear to me in the form of a man,” said the undefiled Maid to the chief of the Heavenly Hosts.  “How then do you speak to me of things that pass man’s power?  You have said that God shall be with me and shall take up His dwelling in my womb.  How shall I become the spacious habitation and the holy place of Him Who rides upon the Cherubim?  Do not deceive me with trickery; for I have not known pleasure, I have not entered into wedlock. How then shall I bear a Child?”

Then the bodiless Angel replied:  “When God so wills, the order of nature is overcome, and what is beyond man comes to pass.  Believe that my sayings are true, O all-holy and immaculate Lady!”  And she cried aloud:  “Let it be to me according to your word, and I shall bear Him Who is without flesh!  He shall borrow flesh from me, that through this mingling He may lead mankind up to its ancient glory, for He alone has power so to do.”
Then these stichera (3) from the Menaion for the Archangel in Tone 1. 
Gabriel, the greatest of the spiritual powers, shining with heavenly brightness, who with the Hosts on High gazes upon the light of the Three-fold Sun, came to the Virgin and announced to her the good news of the divine and awesome mystery, and he intercedes for our souls.

The great mystery till then unknown to the Angels and hidden from all eternity has been confided to you alone, O Gabriel; and you have come to Nazareth and entrusted it to her who alone is pure. Pray with her that our souls be granted peace and great mercy!

Gabriel, ever filled with light, who do the will and fulfill the commands of the Ruler of All, Leader of the Angels, most excellent, preserve those who honor you with love, pray that our souls be granted peace and great mercy!

After “Glory…” for the Feast in Tone 6
The Archangel Gabriel was sent from heaven, to announce to the Virgin the good news of her conceiving.  And coming to Nazareth, he was filled with wonder at the miracle, and reasoned within himself:  “How is it that He Who dwells on high, Whom none can comprehend, is to be born of a Virgin?  How is He, Whose throne is Heaven and Whose footstool is the earth, to be contained in the womb of a woman?  He upon Whom the six-winged Seraphim and the many-eyed Cherubim are not able to gaze is well-pleased to be made flesh from her at a single word.  It is the Word of God Who is to come.  Why then do I hesitate, and not say to the Maiden:  ‘Rejoice, O Lady, full of grace, the Lord is with you!  Rejoice, pure Virgin!  Rejoice, Bride without Bridegroom!  Rejoice, Mother of the Life!  Blessed is the Fruit of your womb!’”

After “Now and ever…” sing the Dogmatic in Tone 7 

Of thy wonderful childbearing no tongue can speak, for the order of nature was overruled by God.  Thou wast revealed to be a Mother above nature, for thou didst remain a Virgin beyond all reason and understanding.  Thy conception was most glorious, O Theotokos!  The manner of thy giving birth was ineffable, O Virgin!  Therefore knowing thee to be the Mother of God, devoutly we pray to thee: // Beseech Him to save our souls!

At the Aposticha, sing the verses of the Resurrection in Tone 7.  

After “Glory…now and ever...” for the Annunciation in Tone 4
Today the good tidings of joy are proclaimed, today is the festival of the Virgin; things below are joined together with things on high.  Adam is made new; Eve is freed from the primal grief; and by the deification of the human nature that the Lord assumed, the tabernacle of our substance has become a temple of God.  Oh, what a mystery!  The manner of His emptying cannot be known; the manner of His conception is beyond speech.  An Angel ministers at the miracle; a virginal womb receives the Son; the Holy Spirit is sent down; the Father on high is well pleased, and according to their common counsel, a reconciliation is brought to pass in which and through which we are saved.  For this reason let us unite our song with Gabriel’s, crying aloud to the Virgin:  “Rejoice, O Lady full of grace, the Lord is with you!  From you is our salvation, Christ our God, Who, by assuming our nature, has led us back to Himself.  Humbly pray to Him for the salvation of our souls!”

Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 7 

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death.  To the thief Thou didst open Paradise.  For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen,// granting the world great mercy.

Troparion, Tone 4 (Archangel)
Gabriel, commander of the heavenly hosts, we who are unworthy beseech you, by your prayers encompass us beneath the wings of your immaterial glory, and faithfully preserve us who fall down and cry to you: “Deliver us from all harm, for you are the commander of the powers on high!”
Troparion, Tone 4 (Annunciation)

Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery!  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos:  “Rejoice, O Full of Grace,// the Lord is with you!”

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos  
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Today we commemorate:  
The Fourth Sunday of Lent is dedicated to St John of the Ladder (Climacus), the author of the work, The Ladder of Divine Ascent. The abbot of St Catherine's Monastery on Mount Sinai (6th century) stands as a witness to the violent effort needed for entrance into God's Kingdom (Mt.10: 12). The spiritual struggle of the Christian life is a real one, "not against flesh and blood, but against ... the rulers of the present darkness ... the hosts of wickedness in heavenly places ..." (Eph 6:12). St. John encourages the faithful in their efforts for, according to the Lord, only "he who endures to the end will be saved" (Mt.24:13).

On the Leavetaking of the Feast of the Annunciation, the Church commemorates the Archangel Gabriel, who announced the great mystery of the Incarnation of Christ to the Virgin Mary. There is no period of Afterfeast due to Great Lent.
Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel: The Archangel Gabriel was chosen by the Lord to announce to the Virgin Mary about the Incarnation of the Son of God from Her, to the great rejoicing of all mankind. Therefore, on the day after the Feast of the Annunciation, the day on which the All-Pure Virgin is glorified, we give thanks to the Lord and we venerate His messenger Gabriel, who contributed to the mystery of our salvation.

Gabriel, the holy Archistrategos (Leader of the Heavenly Hosts), is a faithful servant of the Almighty God. He announced the future Incarnation of the Son of God to those of the Old Testament; he inspired the Prophet Moses to write the Pentateuch (first five books of the Old Testament), he announced the coming tribulations of the Chosen People to the Prophet Daniel (Dan. 8:16, 9:21-24); he appeared to Saint Anna (July 25) with the news that she would give birth to the Virgin Mary.

The holy Archangel Gabriel remained with the Holy Virgin Mary when she was a child in the Temple of Jerusalem, and watched over her throughout er earthly life. He appeared to the Priest Zachariah, foretelling the birth of the Forerunner of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist.

The Lord sent him to Saint Joseph the Betrothed in a dream, to reveal to him the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God from the All-Pure Virgin Mary, and warned him of the wicked intentions of Herod, ordering him to flee into Egypt with the divine Infant and His Mother.

When the Lord prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before His Passion, the Archangel Gabriel, whose very name signifies “Man of God” (Luke. 22:43), was sent from Heaven to strengthen Him.

The Myrrh-Bearing Women heard from the Archangel the joyous news of Christ’s Resurrection (Mt.28:1-7, Mark 16:1-8).

Mindful of the manifold appearances of the holy Archangel Gabriel and of his zealous fulfilling of God’s will, and confessing his intercession for Christians before the Lord, the Orthodox Church calls upon its children to pray to the great Archangel with faith and love.

The Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel is also celebrated on July 13. All the angels are commemorated on November 8.
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The Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel:  The Archangel Gabriel was chosen by the Lord to announce to the Virgin Mary about the Incarnation of the Son of God from her, to the great rejoicing of all mankind. Therefore, on the day after the Feast of the Annunciation, the day on which the All-Pure Virgin is glorified, we give thanks to the Lord and we venerate His messenger Gabriel, who contributed to the mystery of our salvation.

Gabriel, the holy Archistrategos (Leader of the Heavenly Hosts), is a faithful servant of the Almighty God. He announced the future Incarnation of the Son of God to those of the Old Testament; he inspired the Prophet Moses to write the Pentateuch (first five books of the Old Testament), he announced the coming tribulations of the Chosen People to the Prophet Daniel (Dan. 8:16, 9:21-24); he appeared to Saint Anna (July 25) with the news that she would give birth to the Virgin Mary. 

The holy Archangel Gabriel remained with the Holy Virgin Mary when she was a child in the Temple of Jerusalem, and watched over her throughout her earthly life. He appeared to the Priest Zachariah, foretelling the birth of the Forerunner of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist. 

The Lord sent him to Saint Joseph the Betrothed in a dream, to reveal to him the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God from the All-Pure Virgin Mary, and warned him of the wicked intentions of Herod, ordering him to flee into Egypt with the divine Infant and His Mother. 

When the Lord prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before His Passion, the Archangel Gabriel, whose very name signifies “Man of God” (Luke. 22:43), was sent from Heaven to strengthen Him.

The Myrrh-Bearing Women heard from the Archangel the joyous news of Christ’s Resurrection (Mt.28:1-7, Mark 16:1-8).

Mindful of the manifold appearances of the holy Archangel Gabriel and of his zealous fulfilling of God’s will, and confessing his intercession for Christians before the Lord, the Orthodox Church calls upon its children to pray to the great Archangel with faith and love.

The Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel is also celebrated on July 13. All the angels are commemorated on November 8. 
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