7TH SUNDAY OF PASCHA --Tone 6
Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea.  Afterfeast of the Ascension. 
St. Nicetas, Bishop of Chalcedon.
Vespers

After “Lord, I Call” sing the stichera (3) of the Resurrection in Tone 6. 

Then the following stichera (3) from the Pentecostarion for the Ascension in Tone 6:

The Lord has ascended into heaven that He might send the Comforter to the world.  The heavens prepared His throne, and clouds -- His means of ascent.  Angels marvel to see a Man high above them.  The Father receives Him Whom He holds, co-eternal, in His bosom.  The Holy Spirit commands all His Angels:  “Lift up your gates, you princes!”  All you nations, clap your hands:// for Christ has gone up to where He was before!”

Cherubim were amazed by Thine Ascension. They beheld the God of angels ascending on clouds. We glorify Thee, for Thy mercy is good. O Lord, glory to Thee! 

We praise the likeness of Thine appearance, seeing Thine Ascension upon the mount, O Christ, the splendor of the Father's glory, we bow in worship before Thy passion! We honor Thy Resurrection! We glorify Thy glorious Ascension! O Lord, have mercy on us.

Then the following stichera (4) from the Pentecostarion for the Holy Fathers in Tone 6:

You were born from the womb before the morning star, without a mother from the Father before the ages, though Arius dares to call you a creature, and does not glorify you as God, insanely joining you, the Creator, with the creatures, and laying up for himself as treasure the fuel of the eternal fire. But the Council in Nicea loudly proclaimed you, Lord, to be Son of God, equal in rank with the Father and the Spirit.

Who divided your garment, O Savior? 'Arius,' you said, who cuts into divisions the Authority equal in honor of the Trinity. He it was who denied that you were one of the Trinity. He it was who taught Nestorios not to say 'Mother of God'. But the Council in Nicea loudly proclaimed you, Lord, to be Son of God, equal in rank with the Father and the Spirit.

Arius fell into the precipice of sin, having shut his eyes so as not to see the light, and he was ripped asunder by a divine hook so that with his entrails he forcibly emptied out all his essence and his soul, and was named another Judas, both for his ideas and the manner of his death. But the Council in Nicea loudly proclaimed you, Lord, to be Son of God, equal in rank with the Father and the Spirit.

Arius the insane cut the Monarchy of the All-holy Trinity into three dissimilar and unrelated Essences; therefore the God-bearing Fathers eagerly came together, burning with zeal, like Elias the Thesbite, and cut off with the sword of the Spirit the blasphemer with his teachings of shame, as the Spirit decreed.

After “Glory…” from the Pentecostarion for the Holy Fathers in Tone 6 
Let us praise today the mystical trumpets of the Spirit, the God-bearing Fathers, who sang a harmonious melody of theology in the midst of the Church: one Trinity, unchanging Essence and Godhead; the overthrowers of Arius, the champions of the Orthodox, whoever intercede with the Lord that he have mercy on our souls.

After “Now and ever…” sing the Dogmatic in Tone 6 

Who will not bless thee, O most holy Virgin?  Who will not sing of thy most pure childbearing?  The only-begotten Son shone timelessly from the Father, but from thee He was ineffably incarnate:  God by nature, yet Man for our sake!  Not two persons but One, known in two natures.  Entreat Him, O pure and all-blessed Lady,// to have mercy on our souls! 

At the Aposticha, sing the verses of the Resurrection in Tone 6.    

After "Glory..." in Tone 4 (Fathers) 
Let us with faith celebrate today the yearly memory of the god-bearing Fathers, who were assembled from the whole world in the shining city of Nicaea, as we reverence the gatherings of the Orthodox; for they, their minds attuned to true religion, overthrew the godless teaching of Arius, and in council banished him from the Catholic Church; and in the Symbol of faith which they precisely and devoutly laid down, they taught all to confess clearly the Son of God as consubstantial and co-eternal, and existing before the ages. And so we too, following their divine teachings and firm in our belief, worship the Son and the all-holy Spirit with the Father, in one Godhead, a consubstantial Trinity.

After “Now and ever…” in Tone 6 (Ascension)  

Fulfilling, O Lord, in Your goodness, the mystery hidden from ages and generations, You came with Your Disciples to the Mount of Olives, together with the Mother who bore You, the Maker and Creator of all; for it was fitting that she who as a mother had been grieved beyond all at Your Passion, should also be filled with exceeding joy at the glory of Your flesh.  In this joy we also partake at Your ascent into heaven, O Master,// and we glorify Your great mercy that has come upon us.

Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 6 

The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men.  Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body.  Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it.  Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life.// O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee.  

Troparion, Tone 8 (Holy Fathers)

Most glorious art Thou, O Christ our God!  Thou hast established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth!  Through them Thou hast guided us to the true faith!  O greatly Compassionate One, glory to Thee.

Troparion, Tone 4 (Ascension) 

O Christ our God, Thou hast ascended in glory, granting joy to Thy disciples by the promise of the Holy Spirit. Through the blessing they were assured that Thou art the Son of God, the redeemer of the world.

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos
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On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the holy God-bearing Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. The Commemoration of the First Ecumenical Council has been celebrated by the Church of Christ from ancient times. The Lord Jesus Christ left the Church a great promise, "I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Mt. 16:18). Although the Church of Christ on earth will pass through difficult struggles with the Enemy of salvation, it will emerge victorious. The holy martyrs bore witness to the truth of the Savior's words, enduring suffering and death for confessing Christ, but the persecutor's sword is shattered by the Cross of Christ. 

Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth century, but heresies arose within the Church itself. One of the most pernicious of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of Alexandria, was a man of immense pride and ambition. In denying the divine nature of Jesus Christ and His equality with God the Father, Arius falsely taught that the Savior is not consubstantial with the Father, but is only a created being.  

A local Council, convened with Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria presiding, condemned the false teachings of Arius. However, Arius would not submit to the authority of the Church. He wrote to many bishops, denouncing the decrees of the local Council. He spread his false teaching throughout the East, receiving support from certain Eastern bishops. 
Investigating these dissentions, the holy emperor Constantine (May 21) consulted Bishop Hosius of Cordova (Aug. 27), who assured him that the heresy of Arius was directed against the most fundamental dogma of Christ's Church, and so he decided to convene an Ecumenical Council. In 325, 318 bishops representing Christian Churches from various lands gathered together at Nicea. 

Among the assembled bishops were many confessors who had suffered during the persecutions, and who bore the marks of torture upon their bodies. Also participating in the Council were several great luminaries of the Church: St Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (December 6 and May 9), St Spyridon, Bishop of Tremithos (December 12), and others venerated by the Church as holy Fathers.
With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria came his deacon, Athanasius (who later became Patriarch of Alexandria (May 2 and January 18). He is called "the Great," for he was a zealous champion for the purity of Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the Canon for today's Feast, he is referred to as "the thirteenth Apostle." 

The emperor Constantine presided over the sessions of the Council. In his speech, responding to the welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, "God has helped me cast down the impious might of the persecutors, but more distressful for me than any blood spilled in battle is for a soldier, is the internal strife in the Church of God, for it is more ruinous."
Arius, with seventeen bishops among his supporters, remained arrogant, but his teaching was repudiated and he was excommunicated from the Church. In his speech, the holy deacon Athanasius conclusively refuted the blasphemous opinions of Arius. The heresiarch Arius is depicted in iconography sitting on Satan's knees, or in the mouth of the Beast of the Deep (Rev. 13). 

The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by the Arians. Instead, they affirmed the Orthodox Symbol of Faith. St Constantine asked the Council to insert into the text of the Symbol of Faith the word "consubstantial," which he had heard in the speeches of the bishops. The Fathers of the Council unanimously accepted this suggestion. 

In the Nicene Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and confirmed the Apostolic teachings about Christ's divine nature. The heresy of Arius was exposed and repudiated as an error of haughty reason. After resolving this chief dogmatic question, the Council also issued Twelve Canons on questions of churchly administration and discipline. Also decided was the date for the celebration of Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians on the same day with the Jewish Passover, but on the first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal equinox (which occurred on March 22 in 325).
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Saint Nicetas, Bishop of Chalcedon, lived during the second half of the eighth century. For his God-pleasing life he was consecrated as Bishop of Chalcedon.

Saint Nicetas distinguished himself by his charity, he always helped the poor, he lodged travelers in his home, he cared for orphans and widows, and he interceded for those who had been wronged.

During the reign of the iconoclast Leo the Armenian (813-820), Saint Nicetas bravely denounced the Iconoclast heresy and urged his flock to venerate the holy icons of Christ, the Theotokos, and the saints. Saint Nicetas endured much suffering from the impious emperor and his like-minded cohorts. He was subjected to tortures and sent off to exile. 

The holy confessor Nicetas died at the beginning of the ninth century. From his relics occurred many miracles of healing. The Canon of the service, written by the priest Joseph of Constantinople, also includes Saint Nicetas’s brother, Saint Ignatius, among the saints. 
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Bio information and icon retrieved from www.oca.org.
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