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Archdiocese of Washington V. Rev. Gregory Safchuk . 11 .
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The Sanctuary and Altar Candles are offered by Victor Lutes and Sharon Sielinski in

JANUARY 4%, 2026 celebration and thanksgiving for Goddaughter, Naomi Ruth Edwards, baptized on Saturday,

January 3™, 2026! May God grant Naomi and her family many years!
EPISTLE

2Tim. 4:5-8

GOSPEL

Tone 5
Mark 1:1 -8

DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM Coffee Hour Fellowship

N Date Hosts/Hostesses
30" Sunday after Pentecost. SUNDAY BEFORE THE THEOPHANY. Forefeast of the Jan. 4 LoobviJon
Theophany. Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles; Ven. Theoctistus, Abbot at Cucomo, in Sicily (800). an. oDyl ohnson
Repost of St. Eustathius I, Archbishop of Serbia (ca. 1285). St. Aquila, Deacon, of the Kiev Caves Jan. 11 Kerch
(Far Caves — 14" c¢.). Martyrs Zosimus the Hermit and Athanasius the Commentarisius
(Superintendent of Prisoners), Anchorites, of Cilicia (3" — 4" c.). Ven. Euthymius and twelve other Choir Directors, Readers, Preparers, Greeters, & Altar Servers
Monks, martyred at Vatopedi (Mt. Athos — 1285). Ven. Onuphrius of Chilandari (Mt. Athos). Martyr Altar
(1818.) Date Director Reader Preparer Greeter s
ervers
Saturday Jan 3 4:00p Baptism of Naomi Edwards S
5:30 vV : Jan. 4 S. Sielinski Rdr. N. Dn. D. Phelps J. Stevens S. Brhane
:30p espers — YouTube Live Stream D. Hardy Fitzgerald H. Meyers
Sunday Jan 4 9:15a Reading of the Third Hour EE).JRCF)’J[?]dersen
9:30a Divine Liturgy — YouTube Live Stream W. Tatusko E. Valentin- . E. Roth
: _ Jan. 11 D. Hardy Morales R. Jefferson M. Valentin M. Sedor
11:30a | Coffee Hour Fellowship
11:30a | Church School
Mond J 5 |7:00p | Theophany Compline and Great Blessing of Wat penation
onda an : eophany Compline and Great Blessing of Waters . .
Y i — i _ y=omp J To make a donation electronically, please scan the QR Code:
Tuesday Jan 10:00a | Divine Liturgy - Theophany Please specify the purpose of your donation in the text box.
11:45a | St. Olga of Alaska Prayer Group (Example: candles, general purpose, pledge, etc.)
Saturday Jan 10 | 4:30p Memorial Service for Vasilki Kalavritinos Thank you!
5:30p Vespers — YouTube Live Stream
6:15p Bible Study
Schedule continues on back page.
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PRAYER REQUEST - O Christ, You alone are our Defender: Visit and help Thy ser-
vants who are in need of your help, protection and healing. Among them: Christina
& Michael Berencz; Vera Bumbak; Helen Damiani; Shirley & Paul Dean; Margaret Dove;
Julia Flick; George Freimann; Philip Hydock; John & Patricia Ihnat; Linda Jackson; Sta-
cy Jacobsen; Cindy & David Jefferson; Steve Kreta; Cristin and John Michael Kumar;
Alex Landsburg; Marilyn Macht; Joan Mitchum; John Michael Mikuluk; Mary Mytryshyn;
Millie Mytryshyn; Drs. Mary and Anna Nemesh; David Rodak; Alexandra Sedor; Mka.
Alexandra Safchuk; Peter Sielinski; Ann Steger; Cliff Tarpy; Marsha Zellem.

Please pray for Doreen Dyer, friend of Jack and Ginny Albert. Becky; Eileen, Rosemary
and Robert, friends of Tina Burpee. Hannah, friend of Theodora Dean. Shannon and
Matt, daughter and son-in-law of John Hendrickson. Pia Shepherd, sister of Sarah Har-
dy. Paul Giovetsis, Denise (Dionysia), Godsister of Christina Kalavritinos, and also family
friends Constantine and Thomas; Olga, friend of Helen Kerch; Mary Everhart, mother of
Ted Koopersmith; Alexandra, Grandaughter of Larisa Looby; Sandra Little, Dawn Little’s
mother-in-law. Marilyn Macht’s friend Carmen; friend Ken Reichard; cousins Helen and
Linda. Marina McKee; Mka. Kelly Oleynik; Amanda St.Cyr, sister-in-law of Susan Rodak;
Marjorie Sielinski; Rosemarie, sister-in-law of Nancy Stanton. Don Truitt’'s mother, Janet;

Deliver them from sickness and grievous pains. Raise them up that they may sing to
Thee and praise Thee without ceasing, through the prayers of the Theotokos and all
your Saints!

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you downstairs following Liturgy for coffee and light
refreshments in the parish hall.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS AND STUDENTS will dismiss immediately at the conclu-
sion of Liturgy. Any children between the ages of 4-18 who are visiting St. Mark today are
welcome to join the children for Church School!

THEOPHANY Compline and Great Blessing of Water will take place on Monday, January
5th, at 7:00 pm. Divine Liturgy for Theophany will take place at 10:00 am on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 6th.

ST. OLGA OF ALASKA PRAYER GROUP Following Theophany liturgy on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6th the St. Olga of Alaska Prayer Group will meet at approx.11:45 a.m. for Intercessory
Prayer.

PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2026 Pledge cards for 2026 are now available on the table in the
hall, outside of the nave.

2026 WALL CALENDARS are here and available on the table in the hallway outside of the
nave!

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES are here and available on the table in the hallway outside
of the nave. Please let us know what box number you have using the accompanying sign
up sheet. We are now providing HVAC fund envelopes in this years box set! Thank you!

VESPERS BIBLE STUDY will meet on Saturday, January 10th. A typical
bible study includes a presentation of around 20 minutes, followed by an
engaging discussion, but this week will be mostly discussion with some
prepared materials mixed in.

Earlier presentations (including last week’s) are up on my youtube channel
at: https://www.youtube.com/@dougdillon1956 QR Code:




Happy Birthday To You!
May God Grant You Many Years!

4 Samuel Kumar
5 Michael Albert
Anna Meyendorff
7 John Bainbridge
Lisa Cannon
Ted Koopersmith
8 Alexander Masick
9 Susan Petro

Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an
identical Faith, only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have pre-
pared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent confession may participate in Holy
Communion. Following reception of Holy Communion, we should stay in the church until
the conclusion of the Liturgy. Our fellowship begins after we venerate the Cross and receive
the Blessed Bread (of which all may partake). If you have questions concerning the above,
please feel free to speak with Fr. Gregory after Liturgy.

THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ATTORNEY NETWORK (OCAN) is a national, pan-Ortho-
dox fellowship of Orthodox attorneys. Through spiritual fellowship, professional networking,
and educational training, OCAN seeks to: 1) inspire Orthodox attorneys to live out their lives
and careers fully for Christ, 2) serve and strengthen the Orthodox Church, and 3) impact our
nation with the love of Christ. We welcome all law students and attorneys (active or retired)
to join. Membership is free through Dec. 31, 2025. To learn more, visit www.OrthodoxAttor-
neys.org.

ON COMMUNION: The fasting rules concerning communion apply to those who are healthy
enough to keep them. If for example, you require medication that cannot be taken on an
empty stomach, please speak to me about the possible need to eat or drink something
along with it in the morning prior to liturgy. Thanks! Fr. Gregory

CHILDREN’S BOOKS Two baskets of children’s books are now located in the vestibule,
behind where the greeters stand and next to the stairway to the choir loft. Children should
feel free to borrow the books and can return them to the baskets.

TO OUR VISITORS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: If you are seeking a quiet place to nurse or
calm a rambunctious child, there are two rooms off of the main hallway on this floor to serve
you. Our library is the second door on the left as well as our teen classroom, the last door
on the left, at the end of the hallway. The library has rocking chairs, and both rooms offer
comfortable couches and moderate privacy. Changing tables are located in the Ladies room
on the upper level and in the Men’s room on the lower level.

IT’S JUST BREAKFAST: A group of our St. Mark men meet for breakfast every 2nd and 4th
Saturday of the month. Questions? See David Jefferson. Thank you!

ST. MARK WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP will meet the first Thursday of each month at 7:15
p.m. via Zoom. Watch this space for possible date changes. The next books for discussion
are:

Jan 8 - “The Frozen River” by Ariel Lawhon

Feb. 5 - “Cleopatra” by Stacy Schiff

Mar 5 - “Hunger for Righteousness” by Phoebe Farag Mikhail

April 2 - “A Year in the Company of Angels: A Pilgrim on Spruce Island” by Anthony Linder-
man
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Happy January Birthdays!
May God Grant You Many Years!

Samuel Kumar
Michael Albert
Anna Meyendorff
John Bainbridge
Lisa Cannon

Ted Koopersmith
Alexander Masick
Susan Petro
Debbi Dillon
Anelia Rotunda
Regina Kundell
Joan Mitchum
Michael Bezuneh
Nicholas Bilyeu
Justin Ciubotaru
Hannah Perry
Janice Victorov

18
19
23
24
25
26

27

28

29

30
31

Katheryn Cannon
Tom Cipu

Eugenia Jankovic
Anthony Sekellick
Rose Zabela
Matthew Nimmer
Ivana Rotunda
Michael Berencz
Michael Corbin
James Lacko
Kaitlin Barber
Nicholas Herrara
Tyler Church
Jurretta Heckscher
Marilyn Macht
Michelle Corbin
Rodica Cipu

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY IN OUR PARISH
» Library care and management

* Prosphora baking

* Hydration of fresh decorative flowers in church

+ Upkeep and maintenance of facility and grounds
» Parish hall setup for events

» Assistance with church school

+ Coffee hour service

Check the bulletin for updates. Your help is greatly appreciated! Please see Fr. Gregory with
questions.

LOOKING FOR TEAM LEADERS We are looking for people willing to become part of the
rotation of coffee hour Team Leaders. Your job would include coordinating those on your
team, bringing food, and overseeing coffee hour on your appointed Sunday. Please reach
out to Debbi Dillon if you are interested. Thanks!

EVANGELIZER The latest edition of the newsletter is available! Pick up your copy on the
table in the hallway outside of the nave.

INSTALLATION OF PARISH COUNCIL will take place on Sunday, January 11th, following
Liturgy!

ORTHODOX EDUCATORS CONFERENCE Save the Date! January 31st, 2026 there will
be a Science & Sunday School Pan-Orthodox Retreat for Ministry Leaders and Volutneers.
Hosted by Hosted by Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral. For more info and to register:
https://www.saintsophiadc.org/

MEALS FOR THE EDWARDS We’re blessed to be a part of a generous community with
many good cooks! The new family could use some good meals during this time of joy and
transition! The classroom that has freezers (before you enter the hall) has an empty freezer
in it. Let’s fill it up with food to support Bill, Natalia and baby Naomi! Please drop in any freez-
er friendly meals (labelled with name of food and date made, i.e. Lasagna 12/3). Let Andrew
Boyd know once you've put some food in so he can keep a running list for the new family.
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